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Love is never lost. He who loves truly and purely 
is a gainer through his love, even though that love 
be unrequited; and that unrequited love is really a 
blessing to the one toward whom it goes out un- 
selfishly. Love is of God; and it betters him who 
gives it, and him on whom it is lavished. Love needs 
no bargain or return to make it a twofold blessing. 

Progress is change, although change is not always 
progress. We change with the progress of years, but 
we do not necessarily progress with the changes of 
years. We may change by moving about in the 


same limited range of thought and purpose, year by f 


year, without making substantial progress; or we may 
change year by year while making steady progress 
onward and upward. “It seems to me that the sea- 
sons are changing,” says one. “The cold weather 





weather.” “ Well, I don’t see but my birthday comes 
along at the same season every year,” was the rejoin- 
der. Our birthdays bring changes ; but do they bring 
progress ? 





Many a good thing is condemned because it is 
given a wrong name. To call a child’s going in 
quick succession from one thing to another “fickle- 
ness,” does not necessarily prove the child or child- 
hood fickle. The bee in its rapid flight from flower 
to flower cannot be called fickle, because it has one 
purpose in view,—the search for honey. But to the 
casual observer the quick flight and the short rest 
seem but a sportive and fickle life. So the difference 
is with children, and with men and women, whether 
or not there is a purpose in view that regulates their 
seemingly fickle actions. Some who appear outwardly 
most constant and busy are really the most fickle, 
and some who appear most fickle are most consistent 
and constant in purpee. 


Restraint is one of the essentials of the right train- 
ing of others, as well as the right training of one’s 
self. But no one is ever incited to good action by 
simple self-restraint, or by having restrictions imposed 
upon him by some one else. It is often said that 
children brought up very strictly are sure to burst 
their bonds in time and quickly go astray. And it 
is true that nothing is more dispiriting to a child 
than the consciousness that his parents make no other 
effort to help him to do right than hindering him 
from doing wrong. Many a parent acts as if his 
duty to his child were completed in the use of the 
word “don’t ;” and many a child is thereby left to 
dodge blindly about among the innumerable nega- 
tions or prohibitions without being furnished with 
any positive principle to guide him out through the 
maze toward the open road of righteousness, Let 
any parent who has erred in this matter of incessant 
“don’t-ing,” or nagging, try the experiment of saying 
'“don’t” to himself before he says “don’t” to his 
child. Then let him try the experiment of sym- 
pathetically helping the child onward toward the 
right, instead of exclusively restricting him from the 
wrong. It is pretty certain that he will find that he 
and the child will come closer tegether, and that 
together they will move onward and upward. 


It is the spirit of the speaker that, rightly measures 
words that are spoken, Not so much what a man 
says, as what he thinks and why he speaks, should be 
considered in any fair estimate of his freest utter- 
ances. One person by his very nature feels more 
intensely and expresses himself more enthusiastically 
than another, and all his words should be taken in 
view of that truth. Flattery or fulsome praise is 
repellent to any refined nature; but that which 
would be included within this range from the lips of 
one person, might from other lips be nothing more 
than the honest and hearty expression of a true soul’s 
truest self. Good Dr. Donne, writing to the excellent 
mother of George Herbert, whom he loved and hon- 
ored most highly, spoke in warm praise of her noble 
self. Then he added: “ If this sound like a flattery, 
tear it out. I am to my letters as rigid a Puritan as 
Cesar was to his wife. I can as ill endure a sus- 





begins later than years ago, and soU.ef the warm 


remember that nothing is flattery which the speaker 
believes; and of the grossest flatteries there is this good 
use, that they tell us what we should be.” In judg- 
ing the warmest words of our warmest friends, we are 
to have in mind what our friends really feel and think 
concerning us, and are to receive as fitting, such 
words as we are sure they deem fitting and true. 


THE UNLIT LAMP AND THE 
UNGIRT LOIN. 


It is a striking fact in our Lord’s teaching that he 
so constantly insists on men’s making a choice between 
the service of God and that of Mammon. He seems 
to regard the halting and hesitating attitude as worse 
than even the deliberate choice of the baser service. 
As in his strange word to the Church of Laodicea, 
he prefers that men should be either hot or cold in 
his service, rather than lukewarm. 

This cannot be from any mere mental repugnance 
to the attitude of compromise. Our Lord’s whole 
bearing toward his brethren forbids that supposition, 
His love for them dominated his thought so utterly 
as to oblige us to look deeper for the explanation. It 
must have been that the most fatal attitude towardd 
the spiritual realities of life is that of compromise and 
hesitation. The man who boldly and logieally accepts 
the service of Mammon may come to learn by sore 
experience what that is worth. But the man who 
halts and compromises between’ God and Mammon 
learns neither the baseness of evil nor the good of 
goodness so thoroughly, as to conclude on either 
ground for God. 

This seems to be the meaning of the parables of 
the Lost Son and the Unjust Steward. The two sons 
differ mainly in that the one chooses Mammon’s ser- 
vice boldly, and learns what that leads to. He wastes 
his substance ; he comes to want, to hunger, to shame. 
Then he “comes to himself” out of his spiritual 
insanity, and to his father out of his wanderings. 
But his brother halts between two opinions. His 
heart is not with his father ; it is with those he calls 
“my friends,” whoever they were. But in the out- 
ward propriety of his life he is with his father. He 
can say: “Lo, these many years”—he means “these 
weary years ”’—“do I serve thee ; and I never trans- 
gressed a commandment of thine.” So the parable 
ends with him outside, and his brother inside, his 
father’s house. 

The parable which follows stands in close relation 
to this, as the words which introduce it show. But 
the division into two chapters, in our English Bible, 
obscures the connection. The steward is a man who 
casts in his lot with the evil side courageously and 
unreservedly. Having robbed his master in wasting 
his goods, he proceeds to make a place and a future 
for himself by tampering audaciously with his lord’s 
creditors, He sticks at nothing. He carries his 
evil course to its natural and rightful end. And the 
Lord commends his determination. Thorough and 
consistent decision on his part is more hopeful for the 
man’s own future than a halting and indecisive atti- 
tude would be. And our Lord is mournfully im- 
pressed with the greater readiness of evil men to take 
the downward course with thoroughness and earnest- 





picious and misinterpretable word as a fault; but 


ness, than of good men to show the like singleness of 
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devotion. “The children of this world are wiser in 
their generation ’—after their sort, as we say— than 
the children of light.” It seems easier for them to 
see that the twe services cannot be united. 

“Some men,” says George Macdonald, “ come to 
know good from evil by eating butter and honey ; 
some by_eating dust and ashes.” But no man by 
mixing the butter and the honey with the dust and 
the ashes. That leads a man nowhere, and especially 
never back to God. And yet*that is the felly into 
which men fall more easily than any other, as is 
hinted in the urgency of our Lord’s warnings. ‘The 
easy Christianity, which demands no severance from 
the world, no hearty surrender of the life to God, no 
enthusiasm or passion in spiritual affections,—how 
popular it is! Even “the children of light,” those 
who are actually made alive, in some degree, toward 
God, through Jesus Christ, are tainted, weakened, 
and rendered both useless and unhappy by the dis- 
position to compromise. There are few things more 
miserable than that attempt to live by two princi- 
ples at once, which ends in our getting the good of 
neither. 

There are certain low uses which compromise serves ; 
but in the field of duty and of spiritual responsibility 
it serves none. It is often said, “Of two evils choose 
the lesser.” If the evils are merely physical, the rule 
is right enough. Between a toothache and the pain 
of getting the tooth out, choose that which you think 
will hurt the least. But of two moral evils, choose 
neither. And still less is there room for the exercise 
of choice when the things compared are “the king- 
dom of God and his righteousness” and a lesser good 
in life. 

The spirit of compromise never led any man to 

either goodness or happiness. The spiritual life must 
take as its maxim the saying of the Apostle: “ This 
one thing I do.” It must be an undivided life, an 
unshared heart given to God. 
» Itis the disposition to compromise between God 
and the world which weakens the church and retards 
its progr Were all within its membership to 
make up their minds heartily, and at once, for which- 
ever side they are most drawn to, the gain would be 
incalculable. A great host of nominal Christians 
would cast off their profession and avow their dis- 
loyalty. Even that, however, would be the better 
and more hopeful conditioft for them. They would 
make a fair trial of the issues of the moral universe, 
and be helped to some inevitable conclusions. Their 
very madness in dashing themselves against the eter- 
nal laws of the moral order might be, as it often has 
been, the means to a cure. 

The spiritual power of tne remnant left on the 
Lord’s side would be vastly increased. To them the 
cessation of compromise would mean the accession of 
power, of enthusiasm, of passion for the cause of God 
and of righteousness. “Give me twelve men who 
love nothing but God, and fear nothing but sin,” 
said John Wesley, “and { will convert the world.” 
There is, indeed, hardly any bound or limit to the 
work for God that may be wrought by a man who 
puts himself thoroughly into God’s hands, that he 
may do his work through him. It is the partial ser- 
vice, the hesitation, the spirit of compromise, which 
checks the flow of divine energy through the church. 

So it has been in all the past ages and years of 
the church. At this opening of a new year, it will 
be a good resolve if we make up our minds to give 
compromise a back-set, a black eye, this year, and 
make it a year of thorough-going loyalty to prin- 
ciple. That must begin by sutrender of ourselves to 
the blessed will of God, and asking him to take 
possession of us, our lives, our business, our social 
relations, and use all to his glory. 


NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 
Slowness isa relative term. Ten miles an hour is slow 
for an express train, but it is fast for an apple-cart. 
There is such a thing as being slow and sure, and there 
‘ia such a thing as making waste by making haste. A 





New York correspondent is a little fast when ‘he asks of 
The Sunday School Times : 
| Are you not a little slow? 
Week of Prayer? 

Yes, The Sunday School Times is a little slow. “He 
| that believeth shall not make haste.” He who is sure 
that he has a mission is in no haste to turn aside from 
that mission. The Sunday School Times is not a reli- 
gious newspaper. It does not chronicle passing events 
as events, even in the religious world, It does not record 
the President’s proclamation of a day of thanksgiving, 
or the gathering of the great religious organizations 
‘of the world. It makes no record of topics for the 
Week of Prayer, or of topics for the consideration ot 
the Young Men’s Christian Association, or of the Young 
| People’s Society of Christian Endeavor, or of the Wom- 
en’s Christian Temperance Union, or anything of the 
sort. The Sunday School Times is devoted to the ex- 
position and illustration of the Bible, to the suggestion 
of methods of Sunday-school work, and to the exhibit 
of principles that aid in the development of Christian 
|character. A reader of its pages who doesn’t see this 
must be a little slow; and if he supposes that its char- 
acter and purpose will be changed just yet, he is 
altogether too fast. 


Where are the topics for the 





There are difficulties in the path of the Bible student, 
whether he knows little or much. And with the limita- 
tions of human knowledge or human thought, many dif- 
ficulties must remain as difficulties to the end of time. 
Tlie wisest teacher is compelled to say in many an in- 
stance, at the question of a pupil or a student, ‘‘ I do not 
know.” Yet there are questions of the ages which give 
a great deal more trouble than they need to give. Some 
of these very questions have been exercising the mind of 
an excellent teacher in Central Pennsylvania, who writes 
of them as follows : 

What would you advise a teacher to do under these circum- 
stances? The topic chosen for-our prayer-meeting this week 
was, ‘The Advaiitages Gained by the Fall.” After the meet- 
ing was over, a young girl in my class propounded to me the 
(to her new and original) difficulties, as to the persons who 
were to be warned by the brand of Cain, and who was Cain’s 
wife. I cannot believe that the narrative of the fall of man and 
the history of our first parents is to be accepted literally. What 
ought I to tell her, and ought I to continue to teach a class if I 
cannot accept if as a statement of facts?’ I am sure very young 
children distinguish when either pastor or teacher is evading a 
straightforward reply. My answer was that she was asking 
questions that every person of intelligence had asked since the 
record was given to us, and that no one could answer them, 
although many suggestions had been made; and I gave her an 
example, with which she turned away apparently satisfied. 
Our pastor said that he believed the story of the fall as the 
actual history of one man and woman. I know very well that 
this little scholar of mine is going to seize her chance in the few 
minutes we have before the school is called to order, to propound 
some more questions; and I cannot teach what I don’t believe. 


Those two questions are stock questions with infidels 
and scoffers; and they are questions which sometimes 
puzzle the mind of intelligent inquirers into the reason- 
ableness of the Bible narrative. The suggestion back of 
them is that Cain must have married his own sister, and 
that, as he was now the only man on the face of thee 
earth, there was no need of setting a mark on him in or- 
der to protect him from man’s vengeance. Now, quite 
aside from the question whether the early statements in 
Genesis are to be taken in literalness, or are to be under- 
stood as an inspired presentation of truth in figures of 
speech, is there the ground for trouble over the story of 
Cain that scoffers and children suppose to exist? If the 
human race began with one pair, of course the earlier 
sons married their sisters. And history shows us that, 
in the days of Moses, Egyptian princes were accustomed 
to marry their sisters, in preference to those more re- 
mote. Abraham married a half-sister. Tamar, a daugh- 
ter of David, told her half-brother, Amnon, that their 
father, David, would not object to their marriage. Why, 
then, should we stagger at the tlfought that the first son 
of man actually married his sister? According to the 
Bible story, this was after the Fall. Would it help the 
matter to deny the fact of the Fall, and suppose that it 
was before sin entered the world that men married their 
sisters? Now about the need of a mark on Cain to pro- 
tect him from other men. So careful a writer as Kurtz 
thinks that hints gathered from the narrative in Genesis 
would show that the murder of Abel took place just, 
before the birth of Seth, about one hundred and thirty 
years after the creation of Adam. How many children, 
besides Cain and Abel, Adam and Eve had at that time, 
we do not know. An Eastern tradition says that there 
were thirty-three sons and twenty-seven daughters in 








would -have been quite a population for Cain to face, 


ple, of the population that claimed descent from any 
one couple in the Mayflower, a century and a quarter 
after the Janding of the Pilgrims! 


up a better story, more in accordance with the known facts 


we ought to be grateful that the difficulties in this case 
are so few in comparison with what they might be. 





UNTIL THE DAY BREAK. 
BY ALEXANDER R. THOMPSON, D.D. 


Oh the golden light adorning 
Heaven’s pellucid, placid morning ! 
Not a shadow o’er it trailing, 

Not a sound of wo or wailing 

On its winsome music jarring, 

Not a cloud its splendor marring ; 
Rarest, fairest, loveliest, 

Perfect beauty, perfect rest. 


Oh the clear, unhindered vision 

In the lustrous light elysian ! 
Where the beauty is resplendent, 
And the peacefulness transcendent, 
Where decay can touch life never, 
Where love’s tenure is forever, 
Where, upon immortal eyes, 
Glows the light of Paradise. 


Oh the gladness of the waking, 

When the longed-for day is breaking! 
Oh the pure, ecstatic pleasure, 

When to fove its precious treasure 
Will forevermore be given, 

In the safe and changeless heaven ! 
When the weary hears him say 
**Come,” and rises to obey. 


Oh the rapture of reunion, 

And the blissful, sweet communion 

Of the hearts long-time asunder, 

One in light, the other under 

Sorrow’s nightfall, day awaiting, 

Never faith nor hope abating, 

Be it peace, or be it pain, 

Now no more to part again! 

Oh to see the King in beauty ! 

Heaven to find in love’s glad duty, 

In his radiant likeness glowing, 

And as we are known, so knowing; 

In the light that cannot alter, 

In the love that cannot falter ; 

Every shadow fled away 

At the dawn of endless day. 
Summit, N. J. 


HEZEKIAH AND SENNACHERIB, ACCORD- 
ING TO THE CUNEIFORM 
INSCRIPTIONS. 


BY PROFESSOR DR, H. V. HILPRECHT. 


With the rise of the Assyrian Empire there begins a 
ney era in the politics of the lesser states on the shores 
of the Mediterranean. As the early priest-king, Guderof 
Sirpurla (about 2800 B. C.), brought cedars from Amanus 
and Lebanon for the building of his temples, so the great 
kings of Assyria soon directed their covetous glances 
toward the “ Westland,” which had so many attractions 
for them. From the time of Shalmaneser II. (B.C. 860- 
824), who says in his annals, “In those days I received 
tribute from Jehu, son of Omri,” the relations between 
the people of the Old Testament and the kings of Assyria 
grow more intimate, and for Israel more disastrous. The 
cuneiform inscriptions of that period are therefore of the 
greatest importance as casting light on the situation of 
affairs in Syria and Palestine. 

But especially it is the reign of Hezekiah, king of 
Judah, and above all what is told of it in the Bible 
record, that is wonderfully confirmed and completed by 
the narratives left by the Assyrian kings Sennacherib and 
Esar-haddon. From the interesting accounts of the cam- 
paigns of these two rulers I translate, word for word, the 
accounts of the investment of Jerusalem by Sennacherib 
and the campaign of Esar-haddon against his brothers, 
who had murdered his father. On the third column of 
his hexagonal clay cylinder, which was found in 1830 by 
j Octane! Taylor in the ruins of Nineveh, King Sen- 

nacherib ( Sin-akhé-irba,—‘“ The moon-god ‘Sin has 
augmented the brothers”’) tells us: 

“ As to Hezekiah ( Khazakia’u) the Judean, who had not 
submitted tomy yoke, I besieged and captured forty-six of 
his strongly walled cities, together with innumerable small 





| that first family. With that start in the world, there 


places in their vicinity, by treading down the walls and 


when he left the old homestead. Just think, for exam-— 


Of course, we ought . 
not to teach what we do not believe; but, until we can get 


of man’s early history than the one given us in Genesis, 
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the approach of ..., by battle,... by mines, breaches, 
and tearing down. Two hundred thousand one hundred 
and fifty people, emall and great, male and female, 
horses, mules, asses, camels, cattle, sheep without num- 
ber, I carried off and counted as booty. Himself I shut 
up, like a bird in its cage, in Jerusalem ( Ursalimmu) his 
capital. Mounds I cast up against him, and whoever came 
forth from his city, [chased back. His cities that I had 
sacked, I separated from his country, and gave them to 
Mitinti king of Ashdod, Padi king of Ekron, and Tsil- 
Bél king of Gaza, and thus reduced his territory. To 
the former payment of his yearly tribute, I added another 
payment as a gift to my lordship, and imposed the same 
on him. Him, however, Hezekiah, fear of the splendor 
of my lordship cast down; and the Arabs and his allies, 
whom he had taken in to strengthen his capital Jerusa- 
lem, took fright. Thirty talents of gold, eight hundred 
talents of silver, precious stones, . . . great pieces of lapis 
lazuli, beds and chairs of ivory, skins and tusks of ele- 
phants, ushu and urkarinnu wood, everything possible,? 
a heavy treasure, and besides his daughters, the women 
of his household, musicians and singers, he caused to 
bring*® to Nineveh my capital; and he sent his envoy 
to pay over the tribute and to render homage.” 

This occurred during the king’s third campaign, B. C. 
701. The Assyrian account allows us to perceive that 
the close of this war did not turn out very favorably to 
the Assyrians. The king seeks to conceal by his sonorous 
phrases the losses described in Isaiah and the Book of 
Kings. The concluding statement in the narrative, as to 
Hezekiah’s sending tribute to Nineveh, if we are to trans- 
late “‘ he caused to bring,” isan evident lie. Itis true that 
Hezekiah sent three hundred Hebrew (eight hundred 
Assyrian) talents of silver and thirty talents of gold to 
Sennacherib,—but to.Lachish, not to Nineveh, and not 
after the siege of Jerusalem, as Sennacherib represents it, 
but before the siege, and earlier than the battle of Elteke 
with the Egyptians. The Bible narrative gains in value 
with every unprejudiced student through a comparison 
with the wordy description of the siege and the tribute, 
which was intended for the Assyrian subjects of the great 
king. 

Sennacherib, as we know from Assyrian sources, had 
long given preference and precedence to his favorite son 
Esar-haddon ( Ashér-akh-iddina,—“ Ashur has given a bro- 
ther”) above his other sons. He made him presents of 
gold, ivory, and precious stones out of the royal booty ; 
he prudently changed his name, by which he, as a 
younger brother, seemed to be excluded from the suc- 
cession, to Ashir-etillu-ukin-aplu (“Ashur the lord has 
established the son”’’), arfd appointed him governor of 
Babylon. The other sons of Sennacherib, therefore, had 
reason to believe that Esar-haddon would succeed his father 
as king of Assyria, especially as his gentleness and popular 
bearing served to win the hearts of the people in all 
directions. To prevent this, they murdered their father 
on the 20th of the month Tebet, B.C. 681, in the temple 
of Nisroch at Nineveh. It is true that there was no god 
Nisroch in Nineveh; but there are weighty reasons for 
belioving tnat the Hebrew text of the name is corrupt. 
Either (as restored by Wellhausen) following the Sep- 
tuagint, which gives the name as Assarach at 2 Kings 
19 : 37, we must read Ashur as Schrader does, or—as to 
me seems more probable—we must, with Tiele, change 
it to Nusku, a well-known Assyrian god who had a sanc- 
tuary also in Harran. The murder took place in winter, 
and Esar-haddon was absent from Nineveh. As soon as 
the news of the parricide reached his ears, he got ready to 
avenge the horrible crime. Unfortunately, the beginning 
of the cylinder inscription which relates to the matter is 
wanting. But what has been preserved suffices to give 
us a view of the situation. Esar-haddon says: 

“As a lion I raged, and my mind was aroused. To 
exercise the royal dominion of my father, and the dig- 
nity (?) of my priesthood, I lifted up my hand to the gods 
Asshur, Sin, Shamash, Bel, Nebo, and Nergal, Ishtar of 
Nineveh, and Ishtar of Arbela; .and they heard my 
prayer, In their stedfast favor they sent me the encour- 
aging oracle (7): ‘Go without hesitation; we will go by 

. thy side, and subdue thy enemies.’ One day [or indeed], 
asecond day, I did not wait; on the van of my army 
I did not look; on the rearward I did not gaze. I did 
not concern myself*® with the provision for the horses, 
the team of the yoke, with my implements of warfare. 
Provender for my campaign I did not garner up; the 





1The “Rassam cylinder’ here enumerfates ‘‘ party-colored and 
linen stuffs,”’ “bronze vessels,” etc., chgriots, shields, swords, and 
other weapons. 

* The Assyrian verb ushebilamma can elso mean “ I caused to bring.” 

%A-shu-shur is to be read ashér ; for shu ts a phonetic complement, 
prefixed, as often, to the sign of the syllable (compare verbal forms, 


snow and the cold of the month Shabat [January—Febru- 
ary], the powerful frost, I did not fear. Like « bird of 
prey, with outstretched wings, I opened my claws to cast 
down my enemies. The road to Nineveh I took with 
effort, in haste. Before me, in the land Chanirabbat,' 
all their lofty warriors had seized the way, invoking their 
arms for a decision. The fear of the great gods, my 
lords, cast them down. They saw the approach of my 
mighty battle-array, and their hearts sank to the earth.* 
Ishtar, the mistress of war and battle, to whom my 
priesthood is dear, stood by my side and brake their 
bows; their battle-array, which they had set in order, 
she dispersed; and they, one and all, cried, ‘ This is our 
king!’ ” 

University of Pennsylvania. 





MY GUARDIAN. 
BY HANNAH CODDINGTON. 


Softly, softly in the dawning, 
Came God’s message unto me, 
“Serve me, child, from early morning, 
I each day thy strength will be.” 


Cold, forgetful, wandering sin-wide 
I, but always patient He. 2 
Watching, guiding through the swift tide, 
Pouring out his love on me, 


Now that sunset hours are nearing, 
When night-dews fall chillingly, 
Comes the whisper, “ Leave all, fearing 
Child, and simply trust in me,” 
So, I lay me down a-sleeping ; 
Night of life, or night of death, 
I am ever in his keeping, 
And he knoweth what he saith. 
Plainfield, N. J. 





REMINISCENCES OF WORK IN 
NEWFOUNDLAND. 


BY THE REV. FREDERIC E, J, LLOYD. 


Regarded from whatever point of view you will, New- 
foundland, England’s oldest colony, is one of the most 
interesting spots on the globe, though I intend to speak 
of it now asa missionary center only. 

The population is exclusively British, and wholly 
supported by the occupation of fishing. They are an 
exceedingly hospitable people; nor can I ever forget 
their kindness to me during the three years I was privi- 
leged to work among and for them in spiritual matters. 
They are shrewd and intelligent, and eminently religious, 
though their temporal condition is as fluctuating as the 
fisheries on which it depends. They are ignorant, but 
of good morals, and their condition is daily improving. 
The Church of England, Roman Catholic, and Wesleyan, 
are the principal religious bodies represented in the 
colony of Newfoundland. According to the last census, 
they number, respectively, 69,000, 76,000, and 50,000. 

The missionaries of Newfoundland are the hardest 
worked body of ministers throughout the entire mission 


their labors is not the pleasantest country in the world; 
nor are the conditions of life easy. It is true that in most 
cases the Terra Nova parson has a family, but he can 
spend but little of his time with them. He is either 
trudging along a narrow pathway in some lonely forest; 
climbing the steep and rugged sides of a mountain, with 
staff and knapsack; battling with the waves in some 
frail boat; flying over the glassy surface of snow and ice 


winter; or, as is most frequently the case, forcing his 
way against the fierce gusts of a snowstorm, in order 
that the spiritual wants of his large and scattered flock 
may be supplied. 

When at length home is reached, the missionary is 
so fatigued as to be unable to share as heartily as he 
would desire the sports of his children or the domestic 
anxieties of his wife; and by the time he is refreshed, 
and able to enjoy the comforts of home, duty ealls him 
away, as before. And so his life goes on until its even- 
tide is reached. In some other parts of the mission field 
the missionaries aré cften encouraged in their hard work 
by the prospect of succeeding, at some time or other, to 
positions of greater emolument and ease. 

But in Newfoundland this is notso. Of such rewards 
or incentives to work there is none. The highest and 
best reward of all faithful and unselfish service is cer- 
tainly held before the Terra Nova missionary,—the 





1 Others read Chanigalbat (Delitzsch), or Chanigalmit (Schrader), A 
well-known Aty of this country was Melitene. 


field. Although attractive in many ways, the scene of 


in sleigh or Lammutik, in the clear, cold atmosphere of 


“ Well done, good and faithful servant!” of his heavenly 

Father. And that is enough. 

The mission over which I held fhe spiritual charge 

embraced no less than two hundred miles of coast line, 

of which forty miles were along the southern coast of 

Labrador. This exterisive territory comprised in all 

fifty-two settlements of various sizes, and lying at con- 

siderable distances apart. There were only five churches 

in my mission; hence I used to conduct nearly all my 

services in dwelling-houses, usually the largest one in 

each settlement. During the first year of my work in 

Newfoundland I was only thirteen weeks, counting 

single days, at my home; the rest were spent in travel, 

In the summer—that is to say, during July, August, and 
September—I generally did all my work on foot, though 
there was nothing save a footpath anywhere on the 

whole coast. Sometimes a fishing-boat would be avail- 
able, but most frequently not, since the people were all 
busily engaged in fishing. Thus, with a sealskin knap- 
sack containing books and other necessaries on my back, 
and a stout staff (sometimes a gun) in hand, I used to 
journey from one settlement to another. 

The numerous dogs (every man having from ten to 
twenty for winter service) which lie about the doors of 
the cottages used to be a source of much trepidation to 
me, though I was never bitten, strangely enough. These 
animals do not belong to what is commonly known as 
the Newfoundland breed;-in fact, I do not remember 
ever having seen a Newfoundland dog during the three 
years I spent in the colony. On the contrary, they are 
a nondescript kind, usually small, ferocious, patient, 
hardworking, and mean, as well in appearance as char- 
acter. Their value to the Newfoundlander is inestimable, 
nor would life be possible for him without them. In 
winter they are used to haul all his fuel from the forest, 
his game from the barrens and mountains, and bis seals 
from the ice. 

In the autumn they also assist in removing the house- 
hold goods from the summer té the winter house, and 
back again in the spring. The poor brutes are fed on 
seal flesh once a day during the winter (in the summer 
they have to do for themselves, they are expert fisher- 
men), and have to sleep out all through the long and bit- 
ter frost and snow. 

The kammutik team usually comprises nine dogs ; and 
if there be a crust to the snow, or traveling be possible 
on the ice, they go very swiftly, and sometimes as much 
as from sixty to a hundred miles in a day. There is 
always a leader to each team; and he never goes astray 
from the path, no matter how blinding the storm or how- 
ever deeply may lie the snow over the track, His 
instinct is unerring and his endurance amazing. Should 
one of the dogs exhibit a disposition to fatigue or lazi- 
ness while on a journey, the nearest one to him will give 
him ever and anon a savage bite, and goad him on; 
should he fail altogether, the whole team will turn on 
the unfortunate animal, and tear him to pieces, and the 
driver is powerless to prevent it. The driver carries a 
long stout whip, which I used to think was used too fre- 
quently and too severely,—though I dare say I thought 
amiss, 

During my régime jn the far north of Newfoundland, 
a team of these dogs belonging to a fisherman in Labra- 
dor traveled nine miles from their master’s residence to 
a lonely house, entered it, stole an infant from its bed 
and tore its poor little body in pieces, and were deyour- 
ing it when discovered by the parents, who were absent 
for only a brief space from the house. The whole team, 
a valuable one, were shot; but that was poor satisfaction 
to the bereaved parents. I have been informed by the 
men of Labrador and Newfoundland that the dogs trained 
by children are always the best and the most easily 
driven; hence, strange as it may appear, to the children 
is committed the care and bringing up of the young 
animals. 

The nfissionary is seldom permitted to travel alone, as 
there is almost al ways some one ready, in each settlement, 
to see him safely to the next. His visits are always 
looked forward to with great joy by the settlers, and the 
day on which he arrives is a red-letter day in their 
monotonous and uneventful calendar. He never spends 
less than one night at each settlement, though the dura- 
tion of his visit, in general, depends on circumstances. 

During his stay he is careful to visit every house in 
the place, and for each family he will have some special 
message of warning, exhortation, or comfort. He will 
distribute hymn-books and tracts, and other useful read- 
ing matter, though no settlement in my timé contained 
more than from two to four scholars; that is, people who 





* Literally, they became like the condition of being wiped out, of 





8 Gb Ww-iul — adiul). Abel-Wingktler change the :¢3t into a-rukh, 


t 


extinction ; that is, as though they were swept away. 


could read at all. He will say morning and evening 
prayer, and perform the necessary baptisms, marriages, 
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and sometimes funerals. The Lord’s Supper is hardly 
ever omitted. During these times of visitation, which 
are frequent, the missionary has to be content with hard 
fare and often rough lodgings; but be will never have 
to seek a warm welcome, and this makes ample atone- 
ment for all. The fare usually consists of salt pork, duff, 
molasses, tea, and codfish, on which the changes are rung 
from January to December. 

Sometimes, during the winter, game is available; in 
summer, less rarely. When I arrived in my isolated and 
lonely mission, I found that the people knew but a few 
hymns, old stagers, and them imperfectly. I set to work, 
therefore, and taught them in every settlement but,a few 
along the coast, line by line and verse by verse, the tune 
also, until atthe end of three years they had learned six 
hymns with their tunes. Than these we sang no others, 
and since even the children were taught them, as well as 
their parents and other adult relatives, the music of our 
services, if somewhat rugged, was always hearty and 
inspiring; nor shall I ever forget the deep earnestness 
and devotion which marked the demeanor of my child- 
like parishioners while singing the praises of their God 
and Father in their church or home. 


Charlottetown, Prince Edward's Island. 


UNGOSPELING THE GOSPEL. 
BY MRS. MERRILL E. GATES, 


“Blind Bartimeus does not dream of putting one eye 
in, while Jesus puts the other,” says quaint old John 
Berridge. The whole work of opening blind eyes was 
ever done by Jesus alone; while he was on the earth. So 
it is now, and it must ever be, his sole work, while blind 
eyes remain to be opened, It is the touch and the word 
of Christ that cause sightless eyes to see. To teach 
that man can give spiritual vision is to ungospel the 
gospel. We do indeed lead men to the Healer. They 
themselves cry out, ‘‘Thou Son of David, have mercy 
on me!” Theirs is the intense desire, “ Lord, that I 
might receive my sight,” and theirs the believing faith. 
But power to see is a reception of the gift of sight from 
One who alone lifts the helpless lids and strengthens the 
paralyzed orbs to bear the clear shining of the sun. 

Power of spiritual sight, or, in other words, salvation, 
is of God, and all of God. “It is the free grace of the 
gospel,” says Chalmers, “ which awakens every man who 
receives it to the charm of new moral existence.” “ How 
much owest thou thy Lord?” we seem to hear the voice 
of conscience asking us, and we are constrained to 
answer, “ Everything,” and we have nothing wherewith 
to pay. But another and diviner voice says, “Take thy 
bill, and sit down quickly, and write, ‘Nothing.’ Thine 
account is settled, the mighty debt is paid.” All our lia- 
bilities are assumed and canceled, and, even had we the 
ability to do so, God demands no second payment from 
us. “We thank thee that we have that to offer thee 
which exceeds the multitude of our offenses and the mag- 
nitude of our obligation.” 

But we hardly receive the liquidation of our infinite 
bill of charges in the same freeness of spirit in which 
it is offered to us. The offer is without money and with- 
out price. We hardly understand such conditionless 
offers. We dread the sight of such a full ocean of grace. 
It is too magnificent. It overwhelms and oppresses us 
as the sight of mighty inrolling billows gives us an over- 
powering sense of the irresistibleness and grandeur of 
the sea. And it is indeed a solemn hour when a soul 
comes into the measureless conception that salvation is 
of God, all of God; and that, at the same time, it is all 
for him, requiring: no equivalent on his part; and that it 
becomes his by simple trust in Christ. It is as when 
Cortez’s men first caught sight of the majestic plane of 
the Pacific sea from the Mexican mountains. This 
Pacific sea-—Christ’s everlasting, peace-making work— 
spreads out before the believer its wondrous waves of 
undulating grace, wide as infinity, deep as eternity, in a 
swelling fulness that might justly make us feel that it is 
too great for us, were it not for what God tells us about 
it. He says that it is of his providing, and that it is all 
for us. Fear is then removed, but not the tenderness of 
solemnity which comes upon our mortal spirits at sight 
of the ways of God with man. 

So great a preponderance of grace we could not have 
conceived, and now that it is shown to be God’s thought 
we can scarcely stretch our mental or spiritual grasp to 
its comprehension. But is not this the Bible teaching? 
Is it not called the free gift? The whole of salvation is 
lifted up out of the human plane, and carried won- 
drously up to the heights where God is, and laid upon 
shoulders that are able to bear it. We are called to 
receive the largess of a king. Christ's work for us, his 


| 











giving himself in our place, the Just for the unjust, is 
all-sufficient in God’s sight. His person and his work 
are infinitely pleasing to the Father, and we in him are 
as near to God as is his own son. 
“* So dear, so very dear to God, 
I cannot dearer be ; 
The love wherewith he loves his Son, 

Such is his love to me. 

Nothing less than the freest grace can set the spirit 
free. Nothing less than full atonement cag fill us with 
the joy unspeakable and full of glory. Let us not fear 
to accept as freely and in as unmeasured volume God’s 
gift of life in Jesus as he intends we shall. 

What will be the effect of taking our salvation entirely 
as a free gift? Three effects will be the result, and they 
will be in proportion to the clearness of our perception 
that we do nothing towards our own salvation. One 
result will be the rigorous control in which we shall be 
enabled to hold sin. It will be impossible to apprehend 
the wonderful love of God to us in Christ, and not to feel 
ourselves debtors in such a mighty sense that we shall 
make the most profound, continuous, and spiritual efforts 
to please him. We who are taking daily and hourly our 
salvation from God by faith cannot “goon tosin.” The 
two do not consist together. We are under bonds of the 
supremest gratitude to keep the law of God, because we 
know it represents his mind and will, and we cannot go 
contrary to it. Holiness, true holiness, marks the peo- 
ple of God in proportion as they keep sin under, and 
this they do by living the life of faith on Him who gave 
himself for them. 

The second effect will be an enlarged service. Power 
in service depends very directly on knowing and be- 
lieving that we are saved by grace, and not by what we 
do. We have good tidings to offer men that do not 
throw them back on their own efforts for the whole or 
any part of their salvation. This Man receives sinners, 
and saves them wholly. We can go forth to an aggres- 
sive, fearless, yet gracious werk in soul-winning for the 
Master, because we do not ungospel the Gospel, but we 
carry a message of free grace and dying love, Freed from 
anxiety about our own salvation, we are free to serve. 

The third result is vital, constant, perfect joy and peace. 
The believing acceptance of eternal life as a gift, with 
the pardon of sins past, present, and to come, is enough 
to overwhelm the soul with joy. Nocloud of condemna- 
tion hangs over us. We are free. We are in the light, 
because we simply believe God’s word, “‘ He that be- 
lieveth on the Son hath everlasting life.” 

There is a story told of a poor old Chinese woman, 
who, in the anxious effort to “ make merit” for herself, 
and to escape the more painful transmigrations of the 
future state, had, with most incredible labor, dug a well 
twenty-five feet deep and ten or fifteen feet across. With 
her poor, weak hands she had excavated every foot of it. 
It was not till this meritorious human work was done 
that she heard about the love of Christ to men, and the 
free gospel of salvation. When the good news was told 
her, when she understood that God made her a present 
of eternal life, notwithstanding her eighty years of sin 
and ignorance, was it wonderful that she stretched out 
her hands to the missionary, and with her broke into song: 

* Nothing in my hand I bring; 
Simply to thy cross I cling.” 

Those who take salvation daily as a present from God 
have the new song of joy ever in their hearts. 

Amherst, Mass. 


GREAT SOULS IN SMALL BODIES. 


Thou whose exterior semblance doth belie 
Thy sou)’s immensity.— Wordsworth. 


BY ALYN YATES KEITH, 


Boys and girls are not made to order by careful rules 
of measurement, They come as they are sent, without 
will or purpose of their own. 

The round bodies do not even fit the round holes, nor 
the square bodies the square holes; for here and there 
an unsightly knob of individualism appears, to make the 
globular shape more like a jackstone than a properly 
rounded ball, and the cubiform out of all proportion to 
its case of six equal square sides. 

What is to be done with such perplexing irregulari- 
ties? If children could be assorted, and classed by 
dozens or hundreds, or even by the bunch according to 
size, it would be a comparatively simple matter to feed 
them by a system of endiess-chain machinery, and to 
govern them collectively by immutable laws. This would 
save much thought and worry to the averageparent, and 
economize large measures of time that seem to him quite 
broken up, if not wasted, by the present system. 
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There are fathers and mothers who dread noise as they 
dread sin, and forbid or punish the one with far more 
vehemence than the other. But Nature has her own 
methods, and insists upon them, and appends her own 
penalty to our disobedience with such firmness that we 
often suspect her of being partial to the children to our“ 
own disadvantage. 

Did you ever see a real boy or girl on the slow way to 
real manhood or womanhood who was not full to burst- 
ing of fun, frolic, noise, talk, wisdom, and folly mixed in 
generous measures, pride, ambition, brag, bluster, con- 
ceit, will, and high temper? Mettle you would call the 
latter in your horse, and boast of it. What do you do 
with it in a child? Did you ever watch a locomotive 
blowing off steam, and realize what would happen if the 
valve were suddenly closed? Was it because there was 
too little motive-power for the engine that it sent off such 
wasteful floods of steam ? 

The fountain in your garden that throws its jets of 
spray against the sun, and sparkles a rainbow for your 
delight, pulsing high or low as propelled by the unseen 
force beneath,—if you lay a stone on its top, where will 
your fountain be? The waters must flow, obedient to 
the law of their being; but if shut from the upper world, 
they will make ways for themselves in the darkness 
below where you cannot follow them. Yet you marvel 
why your child so quietly and narrowly brought up fell 
into wild ways as he grew too old for your restraint. 

Do you expect more of your child than has been possi- 
ble to yourself even in your manhood? Can he judge 
and discriminate? Can he curb his temper and cool his 
passion, and hold his reverence for you when you give 
loose rein to all the uncontrolled evil of your nature, and 
show him how easy it is to be unjust and wicked? 

All your hard and narrowing measures, all your anger 
and injustice, cannot do for that child what the disci- 
pline of life aside from you is doing day by day, by its 
methods of dew, of rain, of sunshine, of cyclone or earth- 
quake, fire or flood, later on. 

So be generous with the great souls in small bodies,— 
those mysteries from another sphere that have been lent 
you to deal with and mold,—and treat them as if you 
already recognized in them the power and greatness that 
shall be. When all this outside bubble and froth, show 
and vanity, shall have blown away in the natural course 
of things, you will fittd “tiuch solid ‘résiduam out of 
which character is made, unless you have labored so 
hard with the perishable elements that you have no 
influence over those which remain, no lens powerful 
enough to discover them even; unless you have so 
thwarted and crossed and beaten back the spirit in your 
child—that divine spirit that would gladly look out of 
its eyes into yours for divine help—that it stands help- 
less and bewildered before the great world that rises up 
to appal its manhood, its womanhood, by the dread 
shadow that yourself created. 


New Haven, Conn. 


TAKE CARE OF THE ELECTIONS ! 
BY MRS. GEORGE ARCHIBALD. 


Is your Sunday-school disorderly? Is it existing at a 
poor, dying rate? Do some classes become habitually 
irregular? Glance about at the men and women in 
official places, and see whether there are not some exam- 
ples of inefficiency. Then see whether some evils can- 
not be traced to these examples. 

Examine your own action at elections. Tell why you 
voted for the superintendent, the librarian, and other 
officers. Why did you put the gay girl, prominent at 
card parties, balls, and private theatricals, over that class 
of young misses? Why did you put the prosy, argu- 
mentative, elderly man over a class of restless boys? 
Why did you set the woman of eccentric apparel and 
disagreeable personality to teach a class of fastidious 
misses? Why did you elect a secretary whose voice is a 
monotonous drawl, and whose manner is the extreme of 
awkwardness ? 

People of such unfitnéss usually come to their places 
through a mistaken benevolence. There is a false idea 
abroad in the church as to the duty of the church toward 
its inefficient and its undeveloped members. We are all 
familiar with the well-meaning brother or sister who 
takes us to one side, and says: “‘ Now, it seems to me we 
ought to put So-and-so into some office. He has never 
been elected to anything, and I am sure it would please 
his family and do him good.” And to please various 
families, and give satisfaction to certain individuals, the 
important places are too often given to men and women 
utterly unable to fill them. 

So the work of God goes feebly on where it ought to be 
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prosecuted with vigor. It is, to be sure, one work of the 
church to bring forward unused talent; but the man 
who fails as superintendent is not developing. Perhaps 
he might serve well as usher or as treasurer. So in 
every department. The only blameless reason for elect- 
ing any person for any place is because he is the best 
material obtainable for that place. 

The spectacle of duties poorly performed is not the 
only distressing result of thoughtless voting for Sunday- 
school officers. The more incompetent the service, the 
harder a new order of affairs; for your individual who 
must be given an office to induce complacency, must be 
kept in office to preserve amiability; and, if a board of 
electors, alarmed at continued inability and its results, 
dares to remove officers totally unfitted for proper ser- 
vice, the last state of those officers is worse than before 
they were officers at all. Some most deplorable hostili- 
ties between church-members have been caused by the 
actual necessity of dispensing with functionaries who 
ought never to have been called to public service.’ 

There are ways of making every honest Christian of 
use to himself and his church. But they are not found 
by putting him into positions which he has no aptitude 
to fill. A Sunday-school, no less than other organiza- 
tions, must be conducted on the principles of common 
sense, if it succeeds. And the children of this world are 
wiser than the children of light when they consult the 
needs of the place, instead of yielding to a good-natured 
impulse to please a person or set of persons. 

Surely, he who casts a vote for a Sundey-school officer 
should do it without prejudice, favoritism, or indifference, 
remembering even a good man may work disaster, in 
spite of his intentions, if he is put to a task unsuited to 
his understanding. 


Elmira, N.Y. 





SECRET SIN. 
BY 0. G. L. 


Within the secret temple of my heart 
A little idol bides ; 

No eye can see, and no one knows but He 
In whom my soul confides, 

For Jesus knows the windows of my soul, 
And often looks within; 

He knows, but, pitying, keeps the secret well, 
My darling sin. ‘ 


He sees my idol, gently chides, and sighs; 
That I should dare to keep 

A treasure there that is not mine, but his; 
I only mourg and weep. 

I told him I would give my heart to him; 
But then I did not know 

How dear this idol might become to me, 
I loved him so. 


And he was gentleness itself to me, 
I searcely ever dreamed 

He could be jealous of my faltering love, 
So dear to me he seemed ; 

And now I grieve him every day ; for oft 
In secret, silent hours 

I steal within, before my goddess fall, 
And offer flowers. 


Lord Jesus, help me! Take away my god, 
I give it up to thee; 
It may be beautiful, my Lord, it is, 
But it is not for me. 
So take it from me, Lord. 
I willing let it go, 
But make me willing e’er to do thy will ; 
’Tis better so. 


I cannot say 


And I will learn to say ’mid silent tears, 
Teach me, O Lord, thy will ; 

Fill thou the vacant space, my Saviour dear, 
With thy sweet presence fill. 

* Deal gently ”’ with my little idol, Lord, 
I own it is not mine; 

But take it to thyself, and for thy sake 
I own it thine. 


Beachville, Ontario, Can. 





FOR CHILDREN AT HOME 


HOW THE DRY BONES LIVED. 


BY GUSSIE M. WATERMAN, 


“?Pedrs to me you. look kinder down in the mouth fur 


a boy that’s ben spendin’ New Year’s ’th his’ uncle ’n 
aunty,” said Mr. Amasa Flint to the figure beside him 
in the big wagon. “ Gittin’ homesick to see yer marm 
’n the baby,—eh, Neal? Want to git home quicker’n 


little brisker ’n if they was a-haulin’ twenty-five sacks 

o’ wheat to market ’stid o’ six. Comeon, Jeff! Gitup, 

you lazy Fan!” 

Unclé Amasa touched the sorrel mare’s flank with the 

end of his whip, and away she went at a high trot, while 

the black colt in the harness beside her lowered his 

handsome head and galloped off smartly, in advance. 

“ How’ll that suit yer?” queried Uncle Amasa, as 

the wagon rattled on over the smooth brown road. 

“Oh, I like to go fast! * Neal answered ; “ but I ain’t 

a bit homesick, Uncle Am’sa. I had a good time at your 

place with you ’n Aunt Mercy, ’n such fun with Bruno!” 

“ Aunt Mercy oughter given ye a fried cake or two to 

munch, so’s yer wouldn’t git lonesome a-ridin’ ’th yer ole 
uncle. There! Jes’ see them hosses a-goin’ it! Give 
’em an inch ’n they’ll take anell. That Jeff don’t know 
when to stop a-gallopin’! Ain’t he a pooty critter, 
though? There! You needn’t mind kickin’ over yer 
traces jes’ now!” 

Uncle Amasa reined in his lively team as they turned 
a corner, and rode between acres of plowed land, from 
‘whose rough, black lumps the midday sun had melted 
the slight snow-sprinkle of the night before. 

“O Uncle Am’sa,” cried the boy suddenly, “see all 
the bones lying ’round here! ” 

He pointed toward patches of low slough land here 
and there, where whitening skulls and bones showed 
among piles of stones and yellow-gray grass. 

“Bones? Yis, lots of ’em ’round here. Dennis ’n 
Jim Grantly owns these claims, ’n they both lost a sight 
o’ cattle ’n hosses two or three year ago. Seemed ’s if 
their critters dropped right down in the spring after a 
hard winter’n short feed. Them Grantlys do better now. 
Lots, too, over on t’other claim,—that’s Bert Jansen’s. 
Well, well! I ain’t drove up this road fur some time. 
’Minds me o’ the prophet ’Zek’el’s vision o’ the dry 
bones. Ever read ’bout that in yer Bible, Neal?” 

“Yes, sir. Wasn’t that fine?” Neal smiled brightly. 
“They all came together, ’n God made ’em live men 
again. Just s’posin’ all these cattle bones stood up alive 
now, Uncle Am’sa!” 

“Ha, ha!” laughed Mr. Fiint. 
story mean, sonny?” 

‘My teacher said it meant that God could give power 
to folks ’t wasn’t doin’ anything for him, so ’t they’d be 
live folks ready to fight ’n work for him.” 

“That's bout it, I guess. Lots o’ ways to work fur 
the Lord,—ain’t ther’, my boy?” 

The keen brown eyes looked down into the blue ones, 
which suddenly grew sad and tearful, while the boyish 
voice said very mournfully : 

“ Yes, cert’nly, Uncle Am’sa.” 

“Well, weil, ther’ ain’t no need 0’ lookin’ ’n feelin’ so 
bad about it,—is ther’?” said the old man, cheerily. “ Jes’ 
look ’round ’n ’njoy this good, fine day. Nuthin’ nowhere 
to beat it! Oncommon weather fur fust week in Janner- 
wary! Dassay them folks Down East in the cold ’n bliz- 
zards’d like to havea taste o’ our Dakoty weather,—eh ?” 

But Neal didn’t smile; he only said, mournfully : 


“What does that 


any money to give to the missionaries, ’n I don’t know 
any way to earn some! ” 

“Ho, ho! that’s the trouble! 
missionary sperit. 
—be yer?” 


Ain’t goin’ to be one o’ the dry bones, 


help those societies that we learn about in our mission 
band, 


a penny a tail, ’n I had a whole bunch, ’n got thirty cents ; 


Uncle Am’sa?” 
I’ll be wantin’ some help then,—’bout seedin’-time.” 
kling eyes. 


’n hire out either,” said he, rather pettishly. 


his cause. Remember that, my boy.” 


missionary money ? 





this, mebbe. Well, them Aritters o 


ek step ’long a 


“Uncle Am’sa, I just feel dreadful to think I haven’t 
Glad you’ve got the 


“ But I will, Uncle Am’sa, ’f I don’t do anything to 


Father’d give me a penny or a nickel for collec- 
tion ’s long ’s he had ’em; but I want some o’ my really 
own, put away in my box to give whenever there’s a 
chance, ’n I don’t know how I c’n earn any. Summer 
’fore last I caught gophers when they was carryin’ off 
the corn after father ’d seeded it, ’n he used to give me 


but the dog ’n cats have been catchin’ ’em since, ’n they 
don’t seem to bother so much, Do you know of any way, 


“ How ’d yer like to come ’n live ’th me next spring? 
Neal glanced up quickly into his great uncle’s twin- 
“Oh, fie! you know I’m notaman! I can’t leave home 


“ Well, well, the same Lord that could make the dry 
bones live c’n make a way fur ye to arn money to help 


Would that great Being, who taught Ezekiel in such 
a wonderful way, really direct and help such a small 
person as he was, in so small a matter as the earning of 
The thought made Neal’s eyes 


into his pleasant home to tell his mother of the good 
time at the Flint farm. 
When he had kissed his little sister Nora, who came 
running to tell how a pin had “ hurted” her finger, and 
peeped into his tiny bedroom to see if things were just 
as he had left them, he took up the county newspaper 
from the table. The first words that he noticed were: 
“BONES WANTED! 
“ Guntle & Co., ef Clayton, will pay fifty cents per hundred- 
weight for bones until April 1.” 
“Mother, look here! What in the world do they 
want old bones for?” 
Neal’s eyes widened and sparkled as he showed her 
the advertisement and asked his question. 
“Oh! to grind into a fertilizer, I suppose,” mother 
answered, while she fastened the big, loosened buttons 
on Neai’s ulster. “There’s father coming from the 
slough with the horses. It’s a good thing that the 
threshers’ well up there holds out so long. When that 
fails we’ll have to send for the well-drillers.” 
There was no one but Nora to hear her last sentence, 
for Neal had rushed out as soon as he had seen his 
father; and in a few minutes he returned full of delight. 
“Father says I may get’em, mother! I’m goin’ to- 
morrow morning, with Doll ’n’ the stone-drag. I'll go 
every day till I get a big load, ’n’ father ’ll take ’em to 
Clayton when he goes to pay his taxes; ’n’ I’ll go too! 
Hurrah !” ; 
Neal danced about the room, while Nora screamed 
with joy at his antics, 
“Get what? Take what to Clayton? What pleases 
you so much, my boy?” asked his mother, wondering. 
“Bones! bones!” cried he, jumping again. “ Pounds 
’n’ pounds o’ bones over on Grantly’s! He’ll let me get 
’em, ’n’ so will the rest of ’em, I know; ’n’ I'll have 
some missionary money all my own,—some for Home 
Mission Day, ’n’ Foreign Mission Day, ’n’ the darkies, 
’n’ the Injuns,’n’ everything. Ain’t it splendid, mother? 
The bones ?1l live, in a kind of a way,—somethin’ like 
Ezekiel’s dry bones did. I'll be kind of helpin’ do a 
miracle,—won’t I, mother?” 
Mrs. Clarke was glad to see the interest taken by her 
ten-year-old son in giving the gospel to the whole world, 
and his earnestness roused her own soul anew. ‘ 
Neal and old Doll made several trips southward to the 
“valley of dry bones,” and one fine day Mr. Clarke and 
his son rode westward to Clayton, with a big load for 
Guntle & Co. 

Carl Shuter ran out of his home as the farm-wagon 
crawled up a long hill: ‘‘ Them bones yours, Neal?” 

“Yes; I'm goin’ to sell’em,” © 

“Oh my! won’t you have lots o’ money for the Fourth 
nex’ summer? You c’n buy ole Adams out o’ fire- 
crackers ’n’ pinwheels ’n’ things, ’n’ have a chance at the 
wheel o’ fortune ’n’ knockin’ them dolls over with a ball 
for cigars,—can’t you? Any more bones left over where 
you got them, Neal?” 

“Yes; but I’m goin’ to sell mine to get money for 
missionary contributions,” answered Neal. 

“Huh! Tlrat’s no good! You don’t ketch me doin’ 
that.” 

Neal heard the boy’s scornful laugh as the horses gai- 
loped along the level road. 

Uncle Amasa overtook them just as they reached Mil- 
ler’s tree claim, where acres of bare young cottonwoods 
and box elders stretched to the westward of a fine buff 
and red farmhouse. 

Neal’s face shone as he called out in boyish glee: “I’ve 
found a way, Uncle Am’sa!” 

“Well, I never!” exclaimed the old man. “’Bout 
how many pounds do you calkilate you’ve got there?” 

“Father thinks about four hundred. I’m goin’ to 
turn ’em all into Bibles ’n’ things to help heathen boys. 
Are you glad?” 

“Sartin I am, sonny. You ’member, I told you the 
way ’d be showed-ye. These boys shame us ole fellers, 
—eh, Clarke?” 

“I believe they do,” said the father, as Uncle Amasa’s 
Jeff and Fan rushed off past them. 

There was not a happier boy in Foote County than 
Neal Clarke when he came home with his two silver 
dollars. 

“T’ve thought of something else to do, mother,” he 
said that evening. “Isn’t it strange? When God has 
opened one door, and I’ve gone in, I see more doors, 
I'm going to give some of my prettiest cards to the 
Armenian boys in that lady’s school in Turkey., I must 
keep from being a dry bone,—mustn’t I?” 

“May God keep us all a part of his great, live, work- 
ing army!” said the mother earnestly. 





shine as he soon bade his uncle “‘ good-by ” and hurried 


Elrod, 8. Dak. 
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LESSON HELPS. 
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LESSON CALENDAR. 
[ First a bated 


1, January 3.—The Kingdom of Christ... 
2. January 10.—A Song Of BAIVAODK............cccccerervedere coneneenseennes 
3, January 17.~Overcome with Wine..«................... 
4. San. 24.—Hezekiah’s Prayer and Deliverance. 

Isa, 37 : 14-21; 33-38 
.- aa. 63 : 1-12 





6, January 31,—The Suffering Saviour................ 







6,-February 7.—The Gracious Call............. — 65 : 1-13 
7. February 14.—The New Covenant..................c:ccersseesereeenenes Jer, 31 : 27-37 
8. February 21.—Jehoiakim’s Wic kedness... ocuil Jer. 36 : 19-31 


9. February 28.—Jeremiah Persecuted ....00..........cc000 ccocsesseeeere Jer, 37 : 11-21 
10. March 6,—The Downfall! of Judah, ..0.............0ccccceeceeeeernereeeee Jer. 39 : 1-10 
11, March 13.—Promise of & New Hea rt.......ccccseceversereesenee Ezek. 36 : 25-38 
12. March 20.—Review. 

13. March 27.—The Blessings of the Gospel. ..0..........ccecceeeseeneees Isa, 40 : 1-10 


LESSON IV., SUNDAY, JANUARY 24, 1892. 
TitLE: HEZEKIAH'S PRAYER AND 
DELIVERANCE. 

LESSON TEXT. 

(Isa, 87 : 14-21; 33-38. Memory verses: 15-17.) 


COMMON VERSION. REVISED VERSION. 


144 And Héz-e-ki’‘ah received | 14 And Hezekiah received the 
the letter from the hand of the letter from the hand of the 
messengers, and read it: and Héz-|, messengers, anc read it: and 
e-ki/ah went up unto the house of Hezekiah went up unto the 
the Lorp, and spread it before the } house of the LorD, and spread 
Lorp. | 15 it before the Lorp. And Heze- 

15 And Héz-e-ki’ab prayed unto; kiah prayed unto the Lorp, 
the Lorp, «ying, | 16 saying, O Lorp of hosts, the 

16 O Lorp of hosts, God of Is’ra-| God of Israel, that! sittest upon 
el, that dwellest between the cheru- the cherubim,thou art the God, 
bim, thou art the God, even thou even thou alone,of all the king- 
alone, of all the kingdoms of the doms of the earth; thou hast 
earth: thou hast made heaven | 17 made heaven and earth. In- 
and earth. cline thine ear, O Lorp, and 

17 Incline thine ear, O Lorp, hear; open thine eyes, O LorD, 
and hear; open thine eyes,O Lorn, and see: and hear all the words 
and see: and hear all the words of of Sennacherib, which hath 
Sen-nach’e-rib, which hath sent sent to reproach the living God. 
to reproach the living God. | 18 Of a truth, Lorn, the kings of 

18 Of a truth, Lorn, the kings; Assyria have laid waste all 
of As-syr’i-a have laid waste all | the countries, and their land, 
the nations, and their countries, | 19 and have cast their gods into 

19 And ‘have cast their gods the fire: for they were no gods, 
into the fire: for they were no gods, but the work of men’s hands, 
but the work of men’s hands, wood wood and stone; therefore they 
and stone: therefore they have | 20 have destroyed them. Now 
destroyed them. therefore,O Lorp our God, save 

20 Now therefore, O LorD our us from his hand, that all the 
God, save us from his hand, that kingdoms of the earth may 
ali the kingdoms of the earth may know that thou art the Lorp, 
know that thou art the Lorp, even | even thou only. 
thou only. {21 Then Isaiah the son of Amoz 

21 ¢ Then I-si/iah the son of; sent unto Hezekiah, saying, 
A’mo6z sent unto Héz-e-ki’ah, say- Thus saith the Lorp, the God 
ing, Thus saith the Lorp God of | of Israel, Whereas thou hast 
Is’ra-el, Whereas thou hast prayed prayed to me against Sen- 
to me against Sen-nich’e-rib king macheriD king of ane a, 
of daey ri-a: | 


— 








—= 








38 Therefore thus saith the Leu 
concerning the king of Assyria, 
He shall not come unto this 
city, nor shoot an arrow there, 
neither shall he come before it 
with shield, nor cast a mount 
against it. By the way that he 
came, by the same shall he 


33 Therefore thus saith the Lorp | 
concerning the king of As-syr’i-a, 
He shall not come into this city, 
nor shoot an arrow there, nor 
come before it with shields, nor | 
cast a bank against it. 3 

34 By the way that he came, by 
the same shall he return,and shall return, and he shall not come 
not come into this city, saith the uuto this city, saith the Lorp. 
Lorp. 85 For I will defend this city to 

85 For I will defend this city to save it, for mine own sake, and 
save it for mine own sake, and for my servant David's sake. 
for my servant Di’vid's sake. |36 And the angel of the Lorp 

83 Then the angelof the LoRD| went forth, and smote in the 
went forth,and smote in the camp camp of the Assyrians a bun- 
of the As-syr’i-ans a hundred and | dred and fourscore and five 
fourscore and five thousand: and thousand: and when men arose 
when they arose early in the| early in the morning, behold, 
morning, behold, they were all | 37 they were all dead corpses. So 
dead corpses. Sennecherib king of Assyria 

37 ¢ So Sen-nich’e-rib king of departed,*and went and re- 
As-syr'l-a departed, and wentand| ‘turned, and dwelt at Nineveh. 
returned, and dwelt at Nin’e-veh. | 88 And it came to pass, as he was 

$8 And it came to pass, as he; worshipping in the house of 
was worshipping in the house of Nisroch his god, that Adram- 
Nis‘réch his god, that A-drim’me- melech and Sharezer his sons 
léch and Sha-re’zer his sonssmote smote him with the sword: and 
him with the sword; and they es- they escaped into the land of 
caped into the land of Ar-ménia: Ararat. And Esar-haddon his 
and E’sar-had’don his son reigned son reigned in his stead. 
in his stead. 


a 





1Or, duglest betwern 
The American Revisers wonld substitute “defy” for “reproach " in 
verse 17; “ cast up” for ** cast” in verse 33 ; * these . . bodies for * they 
te ae ” ip verse 36 ; and ‘‘ Jehovah” for “ Loap” ‘the Logp” 
throug out, 


LESSON PLAN. 
Toric OF THE QUARTER: Christ the King. 


Gotpen TEXT FOR THE QUARTER: He shall reign over the 
house of Jacob for ever; and of hie kingdom there shall be no 
end.—Luke 1 : 33. 


Lesson Topic: Help for the King’s Servants. 
1. The Servant’s Prayer, vs. 14-20. 
Lesson OUTLINE: { 2. The King’s Response, vs. 21, 33-35. 
3. The Oppressor’s Overthrow, vs. 36-38. 


GoLpEN Text: The righteous cry, and the Lord heareth, 
and delivereth them.—Psa. 34 : 17. 


Dairy Home REeapinas: 


M,.—Isa. 37 : 14-21, 33-38, Help for the King’s servants. 
T.—Isa, 37 : 22-32, God’s word concerning Assyria. 
W.—lIsa. 36 : 1-22. Sennacherib invades Judah. 
T.—Isa. 37: 1-13. Hezekiah troubled. 

F.—Psa. 46: 1-11. Our refuge in trouble. 

$.—John 16 : 25-33. Peace amid troubles. 

$.—2 Kings 19: 14-37. Parallel narrative. 


LESSON ANALYSIS. 


I, THE SERVANT’S PRAYER. 
L God’s Counsel Sought : 
Hezekiah went up, ... and spread it before the Lord (14). 


David ... went in, and sat before the Lord (2 Sam. 7 : 18). 
Bose received the letter... and spread it before the Lord 
2 n :14 


If any of you iacketh wisdom, let him ask of God (Jas. 1 : 5). 
il. God’s Supremacy Recognized : 

Thou art the God, even thou alone, of all the kingdoms (16). 
There is none that can deliver out of my hand (Deut. 32 : 39). 

His kingdom ruleth over all (Psa. 108 : 19), 
I am the Lord, and there is none else (Isa. 45 : 5). 
ltl. God’s Name Reproached: 

Sennacherib . .. hath sent to reproach the living God (17). 
His master hath sent to re nee the living eed Kings 19 : 4). 
oe reproach, wherewith they have reproached thee, O Lord (Psa. 

9 
His 1 TR shall the Lord return unto him (Hos. 12 : 14). 

IV. God’s Enemies Triumphant: 
The kings of Assyria have laid waste all the cowntries (18). 


Kings of the earth set themselves... against the Lord (Psa. 2 : 2). 

se . « What the kings of Assy ria have done to ali lands (Isa. 
87:11). 

They were all scattered abroad, . 


V. God's Help invoked: 
O Lord our God, save us from his hand (20). 


O Lord our God, save thou us, I beseech thee @ Kings 19 ; 19). 
Save us, O God of our salvation (1 Chron, 16 : 35). 
Call upop me in the day of trouble (Psa. 50 : 15), 





. except the apostles (Acts 8 ; 1). 


Il, THE KING’S RESPONSE. 
1, Prayer Honored ; 
Whereas thou hast prayed to me against Sennacherib (21). 
The Lord hath given me my petition which I asked (1 Sam. 1 : 27), 


Whereas thou hast prayed, ... I have heard thee (2 Kings 19 : 20). 
The supplication of ar hieous man availeth much (Jas, 5 : 16)., 


li. Desire Granted : 
He shall not come unto this city (33). 


Ask, and it shall be ren you (Matt. 7 : 7). 

According to your faith be it done unto you (Matt, 9 : 29). 

a ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive (Matt. 
1 ; 22). 


ll. Defense Assured: 
I will defend this city to save it (35). 
I will defend this city for mine own sake (2 ae 20 : 6). 
2). 


So the Lord is round about his people (Psa, 125 : 
Lo, | am with you alway (Matt. 28 : 20). 


III. THE OPPRESSOR’S OVERTHROW. 
|. His Angelic Opponent : 
The angel of the Lord went forth, and smote (36). 
The angel stretched out his hand .. . to destroy (2 Sam. 24 : 16). 
The angel. . . smote in the camp ofthe Assyrians (2 Kings 19 : 35). 
The Lord sent an angel, which cut off all the mighty men (2 Chron. 


$2: 21). 
il. His Smitten Army; 

Early in the morning, behold, they were all dead corpses (36). 
I kill, and I make alive (Deut. 32 : 39). 


The Lord killeth, and maketh alive (1 Sam. 2 
They went backward, and fell to the ground Gonn 18 : 6). 


I, His Forced Withdrawal : 
So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed (37). 


Wherefore they arose and fled in the twilight (2 Kings 7 : 7). 
Sennacherib . .. went and returned, and dwelt at Nineveh (2 Kings 


19 : 36). 
They were dismayed, they hasted awey (Psa. 48 : 5). 
IV. His Bitter End : 

His sons smote him with the sword (38). 


I will cause him to fall by the sword in his own land (2 Kings 19:7). 
As he was worship pping . smote him with the sword ee 37). 
His latter end shall come to destruction (Num, 24: 


Verse 14.—'‘ Hezekiah went up unto the house of the Lord, and spread 
it before the Lord.” (1) Hezekiah’s anxiety; (2) Hezekiah’sremedy. 
—(1) Whet grieved him; (2) Whither he went; (3) What he did. 

Verse 16.—‘*Thou art the Ses, even thou alone.”’ (1) His sufficient 
Helper; (2) His only He) 

Verse 1). —* Incline th me. ear, O Lord, and hear.’ (1) Favorable 
re ard asked; (2) Exact understanding besoug ht. 

Jerse 18.—‘‘ The kings of Assyria have laid w a all “ countries.”’ 
Assyria’s power (1) A source of pride to themselves ; (2) A cause of 
dread among others; (3) A ground of appeal unto God. 

se 20.—‘‘ Now therefore, O Lord our God, save us from his 

hana.” (1) Powerful foes; (2) Earnest appeal; (3) Abundant salva- 
tion. 

Verse 83.—‘‘ Thus saith the Lord concerning the king of Assyria “Sa 
© Hezekiah’s prayer; (2) Jehovah’s decree; (3) Sennacherib’s 

oom. 

Verse 34.—“ He shall not Ome unto this city, saith the Lord.” 
The city (1) Coveted by Sennacherib ; (2) Loved by Hezekiah; (3) 
Defended by Jehovah. 


Verse 35.—“ For mine own sake, and for my servant David's sake.’ 
God's motives in defending his own: (1) His own sake ; (2) His peo- 
ple’s sake. 


Verse 36.—‘* The angel of the Lord went forth, and smote in the 
camp.” (1) Jehovah's enemies; (2) Jehovah’s executioners; (3) 
Jehovah's triumphs. 

Verse 38.—‘‘ His sons smote him with the sword.” (1) A guilty 
father ; (2) A base progeny; (3) A fearful doom. 





LLSSON BIBLE READING. 
ANSWERS TO PRAYER. 


Abraham (Gen. 17 : 20 ; 18 : 22-32). 

Lot (Gen. 19 : 19-21). 

Jacob (Gen. 32 ; 24-30). 

Moses (Exod. 17 : 4-6, 11-13). 

Samuel (1 Sam. 7 : 9). 

Elijah (1 Kings 18 : 36-38 ; Jas. 5 : 17, 18). 
Elisha (2 Kings 4 : 38-35). 

Daniel (Dan. 9 : 20-23). 





Penitent thief (Luke 23 : 42, 43). 
Apostles (Acts 4 : 29-31 ; 28 : 8). 





LESSON SURROUNDINGS. 


INTERVENING PRopHeEctes.—Isaiah 28 : 14 to 83 : 24 pre- 
dict trouble and yet deliverance for Jerusalem, with a warn- 
ing against dependence upon Egypt. Chapters 34 aid 35 
tell of the destruction of Edom and the blessings to come 
with the return to Zion from captivity. Then follows a sec 
tion (chaps. 36-39), mainly historical, which closely resem- 
bles 2 Kings 18:13to 20:19. It tells of an invasion of Judah 
by Sennacherib, of the insulting message sent to Hezekiah, 
of the prophecy of deliverance made by Isaiah, of a second 
blasphemous mevsage (by letter) from Sennacherib. Here 
the lesson begins. 

PLace.—Jerusalem; the camp of the Assyrians, probably 
near Libnah, south-west of Jerusalem ; Nineveh. 

Tre.—According to the usual chronology, about B. C.710. 
This assumes that the invasion of Sennacherib here referred 
to began in the fourteenth year of Hezekiah (Isa. 36: 1). 
But Assyrian records seem to show that B. C. 701 is a moré 
probable date. The date in Isaiah 36 : 1 is probably that of 
the sickness of Hezekiah. All the chronological difficulties 
of this period have not yet been removed. 

Persons.— Hezekiah, king of Judah, one of the best 
monarchs of the line of David; Isaiah, the prophet; Sen- 
nacherib, king of Assyria, his messengers, his army; three 
sons of Senpacherib,—two of them, his murderers; one, his 
successor. 

Incrpents.—The letter from Sennacherib is received by 
Hezekiah, who goes to the house of the Lord to pray; the 
answer to his prayer for deliverance is promised by Isaiah, 
who predicts thgt the Lord will save the city even from a 
siege; the miraculous destraction of the Assyrian army is 
described; Sennacherib returns to Nineveh, where, some 
twenty years later, he is assassinated by two of his sons while 
worshiping in an idol temple; his son Esar-haddon returns 
from Armenia, punishes the parricides, and succeeds to the 
throne. 

PARALLEL PassaGEs,—2 Kings 19: 14-37; 2 Chronicles 
$2 : 17-23. 





CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY PROFESSOR W. HENRY GREEN, D.D., LL.D. 


The events recorded in this lesson are a most remarkable 
instance of deliverance in answer to prayer. Dr. Driver, 
in his “Isaiah: His Life and Times,” says: “ Never, it 
has been justly remarked, had a prophet predicted more 
boldly, never was a prediction more brilliantly fulfilled. 
Whether the blow which fell upon Sennacherib’s army was 
due to a supernatural interposition or resulted from nataral 
causes, its occurrence in time to save the Jewish state was a 
coincidence which no political forecast could have anticipated, 
no estimate of probabilities calculated. Yet Isaiah’s fore- 
knowledge of it was of long standing, certain, and precire. 
Not once, but repeatedly, even before Sennacherib’s army 
had appeared on the north of Palestine, and while all seemed 
calm on the political horizon, he had announced, not merely 
the distress in which before long Jerusalem would find her- 
self, but the unexpected and startling interposition by which 
she would be released from it” (p. 82). 

It is also an interesting circumstance that an account of 
Sennacherib’s expedition by the monarch himself is still 
extant, which confirms in numerous particulars the biblical 
statements, and adds other incidents to those which were 
previously known. We have not data enough to enable us 
to adjust these two accoufts with entire precision, but the 
essential facts are settled beyond question. 

Verse 14.—And Hezekiah received the letter from the hand of 
the messengers, and read it: This was a communication sent to 
him by Sennacherib boasting of the conquests made by him- 
self and his predecessors on the throne of Assyria, and de- 
claring that, as the gods of those nations had not delivered 
them, it was folly for Hezekiah to think that his God could 
protect Jerusalem against his assault (vs. 10-13). Hezekiah 
had already received the assurance from Isaiah that he need 
not be intimidated by Sennacherib (v. 6). Confiding in the 
Lord’s promised protection, he resolved at once to lay the 
case before the Lord himself.—And Hezekiah went up unto the 
house of Jehovah, and spread it before Jehovah: His faith in 
God's word that he would interfere on his behalf did not make 
him indifferent, but gave him boldness in his approach to 
God, and made him more uggent in his petition. 

Verse 15.—And Hezekiah prayed before Jehovah: He went 
to the temple, not for sacrifice, but for prayer. The temple 
was the only place where sacrifice could be lawfully and 
acceptably offered (Deut. 12: 5, 6), while prayer could be 
freely made everywhere. Yet the temple was not only a 
place of sacred associations, but one where God was present 
in a very special sense. It was God’s earthly dwelling-place, 
where immediate manifestations were made of his grace and 
power. So that he felt himself nearer to God there than in 
any other place on earth.—Saying, O Jehovah of hosts: The 
name “ Jehovah” means He who is (Exod. 3: 14), who has 
existence in an eminent sense, ip a sense which cannot be 
predicated of any other, independent, underived, whereas all 
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others have their being from him and are sustained in it by 

him.—Hosts : That is, the hosts of heaven and of earth (Isa. 

2:12). He is the Lord of the entire creation. All are mar- 

shalled by him, as a vast army (Isa. 40 : 26), executing its 

evolutions with precision and in orderly array, obedient to 

his command, and executing his sovereign will. In the 

parallel account, 2 Kings 19 : 15, the words “of hosts” are 

omitted, in conformity with the ordinary usage of that book; 

whilein Isaiah “ Jehovah of hosts” is of frequent occurrence, 

—The God of Israel: He makes his appeal to God, not only 

as the omnipotent and ever-living Jehovah, but as the cove- 
nant God, who had established an intimate relation between 
himself and Israel, thereby pledging himself to be their 
guardian and defenfler, and so that all hostility against them 
was in reality also directed against him.— That sittest wpon the 
cherubim: These were the symbolic figures upon the golden 
mercy-seat, which rested upon the ark in which were kept 
the tables of the testimony, the two tables of stone on which 
the law of the Ten Commandments was written by the finger 
of God (Exod. 25: 18, 21), This merey-seat represented the 
throne of God in Israel based on his immutable and holy law, 
on which his covenant with Israel was established. The 
cherubim were composite figures, with elements taken from 
the highest representatives of the different orders of animated 
being, thus symbolizing the whole creation as represented by 
the most exalted creatures God has made, whg are admitted 
into immediate proximity to his throne, where they stand in 
@ posture of reverence and adoration. Above the mercy-seat 
and between the cherubim God manifested his presence 
(Exod. 25 : 22). Thus he sat enthroned upon the cherubim; 
or, if the rendering of the margin be adopted, he dwelt be- 
tween the cherubim.—Thou art the God, even thou alone, of all 
the kingdoms of the earth: While Jehovah was the God of 
Israel and the God of the temple, he was not a merely national 
or local deity. The boastful Assyrian was but an instrument 
jn God’s hand, whom he had raised up, and who was unwit- 
tingly employed by him to execute his sovereign purpose 
(Isa. 10: 5-7).—Thou hast made heaven and earth: As the 
creator of all, he had supreme dominion over the works of his 
hands. He had all authority and all power. 

Verse 17.—-Ineline thine ear, O Jehovah, and hear : It is very 
obvious, after such ascriptions of sole deity and universal 
sovereignty to God, that no low and materializing conception 
can be intended, as though a bodily form and bodily parts 
were attributed to him in a literal sense. We can only speak 
intelligibly of his exalted and incomprehensible being by 
using figures drawn from objects within our knowledge. And 
as man isthe only being possessed of a rational and moral 
nature with whom we have any practical acquaintance, and 
as man was made in the image of God, the Bible constantly 
employs figures taken both from the bodily organs and the 
spiritual nature of men to ren to us some corresponding 
act or affection of the supreme Being. Men incline their ear 
to one to whom they are favorably disposed.— Open thine eyes, 
O Jehovah, and see: This is no imputation -upon the divine 
omniscience. God may be said to shut his eyes to those 
offenses which he appears for a time to tolerate, or when he 
suffers things to continue which seem to be at variance with 
his attributes. Hezekiah entreats him to deal with this case 
upon its merits, and deal with this blasphemer as he deserved. 
—And hear all the words of Sennacherib, which hath sent to 
reproach [or, rather, as in the American Appendix, “defy ”] 
the living God: In Kings it reads, with no material difference 
in the sense, “wherewith he hath sent him” the messenger 
by whom the letter was delivered. Jehovah is here called 
the living God in contrast with dead idols or imaginary divini- 
ties, who have no power to reward or to punish. 

Verses 18, 19.—Of a truth, O Jehovah, the kings of Assyria have 
laid waste all the countries, and their land: In Kings, it is “the 
nations and their lands.”—And have cast their gods into the 
fire: They have dealt thus with the impotent deities of 
heathen nations, which could neither protect their worshipers 
nor themselves.—For they were no gods, but the work of men’s 
hands, wood and stone: The deities are here identified with 
the idols which represented them, and which were, in fact, 
the only form in which they really existed, Apart from 
these material and man-made images, they were unreal 
creatures of the imagination. The absurdity of idolatry is 
frequently set forth in Scripture as the adoration of that 
which men have made themselves, and that of ordinary 

_ materials, such as they put to other common uses (Isa. 44: 
10 syq.; Hos. 8 : 6; Jer. 10 : 3 sqq.; Psa. 135 : 15-18).— 
Therefore they have destroyed them: These idols could make no 
resistance. It is not strange that they could be destroyed; 
all the trust reposed in them by their worshipers was of no 
avail. 

Verse 20.—Now, thérefore, O Jehovah our God: The title by 
which he is addressed is an argument for granting this 
petition. “Our God” suggests the relation which he bore to 
his people, and they to him.—Save us from his hand: In 
Kings the urgency is somewhat increased by an added par- 
ticle of entreaty, rendered, ‘I beseech thee.” He begs, on 
his own behalf and that of his people, for deliverance from 
the power of Sennacherib and his cruel designs.— That all the 


only (Isa. 45 : 21,22): In Kings it reads “that thou art Jeho- 
vah God,” or, in the margin, “ that thou, O Jehovah, art God.” 
This would afford a signal manifestation of his divine power 
and grace to all the world (Josh. 4; 23, 24; 1 Sam. 17: 46). 
Verse 21.—Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent unto Hezekiah, 
saying, Thus saith Jehovah: The prophet sends, not a message 
of his own, no conclusion that he has reached by his own re- 
flections, not even an inference which he has drawn from the 
Lord’s revealed perfections, but a communication directly 
made from God himself. It is what God says.—The God of 
Israel: This is added to indicate that it is as the God of 
Israel, their protector and defender, that he now speaks.— 
Whereas thou hast prayed to me against Sennacherib king of 
Assyria: The strict sense of the Hebrew preposition here 
used is “concerning Sennacherib,” though the common ren- 
dering expresses the meaning sufficiently, since the purport 
of his prayer was that God would thwart the designs of Sen- 
nacherib. We have no means of determining, and it is not, 
at any rate, of any moment, whether Isaiah had received in- 
formation respecting Hezekiah’s prayer, or whether this was 
divinely revealed to him. 

Verse 33.—Therefore thus saith Jehovah concerning the king 
of Assyria: It will be observed that a passage of eleven verses 
has here been omitted, and yet this verse connects fairly well 
with verse 21, One might read directly on, passing from 
verse 21 to verse 33, without the hearer suspecting that any- 
thing had been skipped; and yet, if any one were to claim, 
on this ground, that verses 22-32 were an interpolation, and 
did not properly belong to the original text, it is plain that 
this would have no force, and be a purely arbitrary sugges- 
tion. And yet a large proportion of what the critics call in- 
terpolations in the sacred text rest on no better foundation 
than this.— He shall not come unto this city, nor shoot an arrow 
there, neither shall he. come before ii with shield, nor cast a mount 
[or, rather, as in the American appendix, a mound] against it: 
Sennacherib had previously sent a large force against the 
city under Rabshakeh (Isa. 36 : 2), and he speaks in his in- 
scription of having shut Hezekiah up in Jerusalem as a bird 
in a cage, and built forts against the city. He would appear, 
therefore, at one time to have invested the city, whether 
these operations were conducted in person or committed to 
his generals, But from this time forth the Lord assures 
Hezekiah that he should not come to the city, nor attack it 
in any way, nor construct any earthworks, by way of be- 
sieging it. 

Verse 34.—By the way that he came, by the same shall he re- 
turn, and he shall not come unto this city, saith Jehovah: This 
prediction seemed at the time to contradict all reasonable 
probability. The immense Assyrian army seemed quite able 
to accomplish all that it had undertaken. Yet at no time 
did Isaiah waver in the positiveness of his prediction; and 
the event justified it to the full. 

Verse 35.—For I will defend this city to save i’, for mine own 
sake, and for my servant David's sake : God’s word was pledged 
for the deliverance of Jerusalem. To fulfil his word, to pro- 
tect his people, and to perpetuate his worship, he would de- 
fend the city for his ownsake. He will also defend it for his 
servant David’s sake, in order to make good his promise to 
David (2 Sam.7 : 12-16). 

Verse 36.—And the angel of Jehovah went forth, and smote in 
the camp of the Assyrians a hundred and fourscore and five thou- 
sand: It reads, in Kings, “ And it came to pass that night, 
that the angel,” ete. At first sight this would seem to mean 
that this took place in the night immediately following the 
prediction of Isaiah; and yet this may not have been the 
case. Itis possible that by the phrase “that night” the sacred 
writer meant simply to point to the night which was vividly 
before his own mind as the one in which the event occurred, 
without necessarily connecting it with the day on which 
Isaiah’s prophecy was uttered. This, at least, is the opinion 
of Dr. Delitzsch, who refers, in confirmation, to Isaiah 38 : 6 
and 2 Kings 20 : 6, as implying that Hezekiah’s sickness 
preceded the overthrow of the Assyrian host, and also to 
Isaiah 37 : 30 and 2 Kings 19: 29, as showing that an interval 
of a year or more may have elapsed before the fulfilment 
took place.. Sennacherib very naturally makes no allusion to 
this terrible disaster in his inscription, which was intended 
to glorify himself and his expeditions, though it is apparent 
from his own account that he did not capture Jerusalem. 
Very singularly, however, the Greek historian Herodotus 
records the story of the disaster as he heard it from the Egyp- 
tian priests. This was to the effect that immense numbers of 
mice gnawed the bow-strings and shields of the army, so that 
they found themselves. without weapons, and were obliged to 
retreat, and that this occurred upon special divine interven- 
tion on the supplication of the Egyptian king. The mouse, 
it is said, isa symbol of the plague, which accounts for the 
form that the story assumed ; and the virtue is attributed to 
the supplication of a king of Egypt and the intervention of 
his deity, which belonged to Hezekiah’s prayer to Jehovah. 
—And when men arose early in the morning, behold, they were all 
dead corpses (or, as in the American appendix, these were all 
dead bodies}: What is here described, therefore, is not the 
long-continued prevalence of some natural disorder, but the 





kingdoms of the earth may know that thou art vchowah, even thou 


pare the smiting of the first-born in Egypt by the angel of 
the Lord (Exod. 12: 29, 30), and the pestilence in the time 
of David (2 Sam. 24: 15). 

Verse 37.—So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed, and went 
and returned, and dwelt at Nineveh : This implies that he lived 
for a considerable time after this; according to the Assyrian 
monuments, twenty years, during which he made expeditions 
in other directions, but never undertook another against 
Palestine. 

Verse 38.—He was finally murdered by his own sons as he 
was worshiping in the temple of Nisroch, his god. The 
deity here spoken of has not yet been identified in the in- 
scriptions. According to an Armenian tradition, which may, 
however, be altogether unreliable, Sennacherib was intending 
to sacrifice his sons, who, to save their own life, put their 
father to death, The “land of Ararat” to which they 
escaped is Armenia. Ararat, in the Bible, is the name of a 
country, and not of a particular mountain (Gen. 8 : 4). 
Princeton Theological Seminary. 





THE LESSON STORY. 
BY CUNNINGHAM ‘GEIKIE, D.D., LL.D. 


The reign of Hezekiah began in the year B, C. 724 and 
ended in B. C. 695, while that of Sennacherib of Assyria 
began in B. C. 705 and closed in B. C. 681. The fourteenth 
year of the Jewish king would fall, therefore, about B. C, 
711-710, and five years before that of the Assyrian began ; and 
thus it would seem.to be an error of the ancient copyists when it 
is said, in the first verse of the thirty-sixth chapter of Isaiah, 
that “in the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah, Sennacherib 
came up against all the fenced cities of Judah, and took them.” 
It was Sargon, his father, who invaded Judah at that time; 
the invasion by Sennacherib falling in the years B. C. 702-701. 
Sargon reigned from B. C. 722,—the year in which he took 
Samaria, the siege of which had been brought almost to a 
close by his predecessor, Shalmaneser IV. 

The destruction of Samaria must have created great alarm 
in the court of Egypt, since it destroyed “the balance of 
power ” between the monarchs of the Nile and the Tigris, 
and removed an important hindrance to the advance of the 
rulers of Nineveh against the land of the Pharaohs, between 
which and its great enemy it had acted as a protecting out- 
post, so long as it remained in any measure an independent 
state. The last hope was that Judah and the different petty 
nationalities of Palestine might be won by fair words to ally 
themselves with Egypt against Assyria; and intrigues for 
this end had been constant, from the time of the destruction 
of the kingdom of the Ten Tribes till, at last, Ashdod, the 
Philistine “city,” and most of the local kings and chiefs, 
had openly revolted from Sargon, and refused to pay him 
tribute ; identifying themselves with their closer neighbor, 
So (2 Kings 17 : 4). 

But Sargon soon crushed the confederacy. Sending his 
commander-in-chief, or “Tartan,” against Ashdod, it was 
presently taken by storm, sacked, and burned, while the 
victor carried off its population, and settled foreign 
colonists, from races he had conquered, in their place. 
Yaman, the king, had fled to Egypt, or, as it is said, Libya; 
but, instead of protecting one who had lost all for him, So 
meanly delivered him to Sargon’s general, by whom he was 
sent to Assyria, “bound hand and feet with iron chains.” 
Hanun of Gaza was treated by the conquerors “as a slavg,” 
whole districts were depopulated, and terror unbounded 
paralyzed the whole land. Judah, lying close to the’ Philis- 
tine plain, thus scourged, was erelung invaded; for Sargon 
boasts that “ he subdued the remote land of Judah,” though, 
unfortunately, no details are given. Jerusalem must have 
yielded to the conditions of the conqueror; for it was not 
dismantled or destroyed, but remained like an islet above the 
flood of invasion. After a time Sargon retired, and Palestine 
saw him or his forces no more. In 705, he lay murdered on 
the. floor of the grand palace he had built for himself in 
Nineveh, and Sennacherib, his son, reigned in his stead. 

But the death of the great warrior rekindled the hopes of 
Egypt. Might not the Pharaoh now recons:itute the old 
alliance with the kings of Palestine, and thus free himself 
from tribute to Assyria? His intrigues soon set all Western 
Asia in a flame; and in B. C. 702-701 the Assyrian legions 
were once more on the march towards the great sea, Sen- 
nacherib at their head. Sidon felt the first shock ; for, after 
all its promises, Egypt sent it no help. Then came the turn 
of the chiefs of Arvad and Gebal on the north and of Ashdod 
to the south, with Ascalon, Beth-dagon, Joppa, and other 
places. Ammon, Moab, and Edom, dismayed at their danger, 
hastened to kiss the feet of the great king, and renew their 
yearly tribute. Hezekiah of Jerusalem alone withheld his 
submission, and put his capital in a state of defense, like that 
with which it had met Sargon’s invasion, ten yecrs before. 
Still worse, he had allowed the Ekronites to.send their vassal 
king in chains to him for his loyalty to Assyria, atid he was 
a prisoner in Jerusalem, in open insult to Sennacherib. 

Meanwhile, Egypt, under Tirhakah, the Pharaoh of a new 





sudden sweeping off these thousands in a single night. Com- 


Ethiopian dynasty which had seized royal power on the Nile, 
marched an army to the Philistine plain to repel the Asay- 
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rians; but it was utterly defeated at Elteke, near Libnah, 
in the old territory of Dan, not very far from Jerusalem. 
No help could be had from that quarter. Ekron next fell; 
its chief men being impaled in a ghastly circle round the 
town, and the bulk of the people led off into slavery. Lachish, 
between Gath and the hill country, was next assailed. But 
now came the evil hour for Hezekiah. A strong force marched 
up the passes from the plains, and forthwith forty-six: of 
the Jewish towns were stormed, many villages destroyed, and 
200,150 captives, “small and great, male and female,” led off 
as slaves, with “‘ horses, mares, asses, camels, oxen, and sheep 
beyond counting.” Jerusalem, moreover, wasclosely invested. 
“T shut him up like a bird, inside Jerusalem,” says the great 
king, “ and constructed siege-towers against him.” Encour- 
aged by the words of Isaiah, Hezekiah stoutly refused to yield, 
either to force or to the threats of the rabshakeh; that is, 
“a chief officer [general] of the Assyrian army,” who opened 
communications with Hezekiah and his people. Yet Jeru- 
salem hoped that Tirhakah might come, after all. 

But resistance was, in the end, found to be vain, and the 
Jewish king consented to renew his tribute to Sennacherib. 
The “cities” taken from him were given, we are told, to the 
kings of Ashdod, Ekron, and Gaza: the yearly gifts and 
tributes were increased, and a long, sad train of “ workmen, 
soldiers, and masons” carried thirty talents of gold and eight 
hundred of silver, with webs of scarlet and other cloths, 
precious stones, ivory couches, and chairs, skins of buffaloes, 
and quantities of valuable timber,” to the camp at Lachish, 
whence it was sent on, by the same bearers, to Nineveh. 
“ Daughters of Hezekiah, the male and female inmates of his 
palace, and slaves of both sexes,” also formed part, we are 
told, of the fearful impost exacted for rebellion. An envoy 
accompanied the long mournful procession to the feet of the 
great king at Lachish, and there did homage for Hezekiah, 
The treasury had been emptied, and the gold still left on the 
temple gates and door-posts stripped off to meet the Assyrian 
demands. 

Something, however, roused Sennacherib’s anger once 
more, while still in the plains, and before long the Assyriatis 
appeared a second time before Jerusalem. Fear of a second 
attack by Tirhakah forbade any attempt at a renewed siege, 
but a formal letter from the Assyrian himself might bring 
Hezekiah to terms, and make him open his gates. The 
gods of all other cities and countries, said the haughty sul- 
tan, had been helpless to protect their worshipers against 
Assyria,—and who was Jehovah, that he should be more 
powerful ? 

Like the good man he was, Hezekiah, on receiving and 
reading this ominous “letter,” went forthwith into the tem- 
ple with it, and “spread it before the Lord,” as if to show 
the Eternal what blasphemy was uttered against him, and 
thus stir up his indignation to protect his holy city. As the 
poor king did so, his full heart overflowed in touching words 
of prayer. “O Jehovah of hosts,” cried he, “the God of 
Israel, who sitteth between the cherubim, thou art the God, 
even thou alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth; thou hast 
made heaven and earth. Incline thine ear, O Lord, and 
hear; open thine eyes, and see; and hear all the words of 
Sennacherib, which he has sent to reproach the living God. 
Of a truth, Lord, the kings of Assyria have laid waste all the 
nations, and their lands, and have burnt their gods in the 
fire: for they were no gods, but the work of men’s hands,— 
wood and stone. And on this account the Assyrian was able 
to destroy them, Now, therefore,O Jehovah, our God, save 
ms from his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may 
know that thou alone art the one living God, Jehovah.” 

Forthwith came the answer; for a message from Isaiah an- 
nounced that God, through him, declared that, notwithstand- 
ing all his boasts, the king of Assyria would not come into 
Jerusalem, nor shoot an arrow against it, nor advance against 
the walls under the shelter of linked shields, nor raise a 
mound against it, on which to set up his engines of war, to 
overtop the defenses and launch death within them, “ By 
the way that he came,” said the voice from heaven, “ by the 
same shall he return, and shall not come into this city, saith 
the Lord. For I will protect this city as a bird protects its 
nest, and save it, for mine own sake, and for my servant 
David's sake.” 

Whence was this deliverance tocome? Egypt had proved 
a broken reed. Jerusalem, though strong in its natural 
position, was small, and helpless against the overwhelming 
forces of the supreme power of the age. But there is nothing 
too hard for God. “The angel of the Lord,” we are told, 
“went forth,” “and smote in the camp of the Assyrians 
a hundred and fourscore and five thousand men,” and 
nothing was left for Sennacherib but a hasty retreat, “ with 
shame of face, to his own land.” A tradition of this catas- 
trophe survives in Herodotus; nor is there any question of 
its historical truth. 

The great king lived for twenty years after his flight, but 
vengeance overtook him, in the end, for his life of violence. 


Country after country had been laid waste after his return to | 


Nineveh, and in his closing years he had built a great palace 
there, nearly three times as long as St. Paul’s Cathedral in 
London, and more than twice as deep and broad,—a wonder 
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of magaificence in any age. The walls and gates of this city 
had also been restored or rebuilt by him, the outer rampart 
forming a great fortress eight miles in circumference. But a 
death of violence was common with Assyrian kings. Among 
his sons, two thought themselves aggrieved by him, and, 
having resolved to seize the throne, fell on their father 
while he was worshiping in the temple of his god, Nisroch, 
and murdered him. Yet they gained nothing by their parri- 
cide, for another son, Esar-haddon, took the field against them, 
and, after defeating them, mounted the throne. 

The destruction of the great host in the Philistine plains 
appears to have been from a sudden outbreak of pestilence. 
This is the Jewish tradition, and pestilence is said in the 
Bible to be the work of an angel (2 Sam. 24 : 16, 17), 
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THE TRIUMPH OF FAITH. 
BY ALEXANDER MCLAREN, D.D. 


Is trust in Jehovah folly, or'wisdom? That was the ques- 
tion raised by Sennacherib’s invasion. A glance at the pre- 
ceding chapters will show how the high military official, “the 
rabshakeh,” or chief of the officers, shaped all his insolent 
and yet skilful mixture of threats and promises so as to dem- 
onstrate the vanity of trust in Egypt or in Jehovah, or in 
any but “the great king.” Isaiah had been laboring to lift 
his countrymen to the height of reliance on Jehovah alone, 
and now the crucial test of truth of his contention had come. 
On the one hand were Sennacherib and his host, flushed with 
victory, and sure of crushing this puny kinglet Hezekiah and 
his obstinate little city, perched on its rock. On thé other 
was nothing but a prophet’s word. Where is the stronger 
force? And does political prudence dictate reliance on the 
Unseen or on the visible? The moment is the crisis of 
Isaiah’s work, and this narrative has been placed with true 
insight into its importance at the close of the first half of 
this book. 

To grasp the significance of the lesson the preceding events 
have to be remembered. Hezekiah’s kingdom had been over- 
run, and tribute exacted from him. The rabshakeh had 
been sent from the main body of the Assyrian army, which 
was down at Lachish, in the Philistine low country, on the 
road to Egypt, in order to try to secure Jerusalem by prom- 
ises and threats, since it was too important a post to leave in 
the rear, if Egypt was to be invaded. That attempt having 
failed, and the Egyptian forces being in motion, this new 
effort was made to induce Hezekiah to surrender. A letter 
was sent, whether accompanied by any considerable armed 
force or no does not appear. At this point our lesson begins, 
It may be best studied as an illustration of the trial of faith, 
its refuge, its pleading, and its deliverance. 

1. Note the trial of faith. Rabshakeh had derided the 
obstinate confidence in Jehovah, which kept these starving 
men on the walls grimly silent in spite of his coaxing. The 
letter of Sennacherib harps on the same string. It is written 
in a tone of assumed friendly remonstrance, and lays out 
with speciousness the apparent grounds for calling trust in 
Jehovah absurdity. There are no threats in it. It is all an 
appeal to common sense and political prudence, It marshals 
undeniable facts. Experience has shown the irresistible 
power of Assyria. There have been plenty of other little 
nations which have trusted in their local deities, and what 
has become of them? Barbarous names are flourished in 
Hezekiah’s face, and their wasted dominions are pointed to 
as warnings against his committing a parallel folly. There 
is nothing in the letter which might not have been said by a 
friend, and nothing which was not said by the Jews who had 
lost their faith in their God. It was but the putting into 
plain words of what “common sense” and faint faith had 
often whispered to Hezekiah. The very absence of temper 
or demand in the letter gives it an aspect of that “sweet 
reasonableness” so dear to sense-bound souls. 

Mutatis mutandis, the letter may stand for a specimen of 
the arguments which worldly prudence brings to shake 
faith, in all ages. We, too, are assailed by much that 
sounds most forcible from the point of view of mere earthly 
prudence. Sennacherib does not lie in boasting of his vic- 
tories. He and his shoals of soldiers are very real and potent. 
It does seem madness for one little kingdom to stand out, 
and all the more so because its king is cooped up in his 
city, as the cuneiform, inscription proudly tells, “like a 
bird in a cage,” and all the rest of his land is in the con- 
queror’s gripe. They who look only at the things seen can- 
not but think the men of faith mad. They who look at the 
things unseen cannot but know that the men of sense are 
fools. The latter elaborately prove that the former are im- 
potent, but they have left out one factor in their calculations, 
and that is God. One man and God at his back are stronger 
than Sennacherib and all his mercenaries. 

2. Note the refuge of tempted faith. What was Hezekiah 
to do with the crafty missive? It was hoped that he would 
listen to reason, and come down from his perch. But he 
neither yielded nor took counsel with his servants, but, like 
a true man, went into the house of the Lord, and spread the 
letter before the Lord. It would have gone hard with him 





if he had not been to the house of the Lord many a time 
before. It is not easy to find our way thither for the first 
time, when our eyes are blinded by tears or our way darkened 
by calamities. But faith instinctively turns to God when 
anything goes wrong, because it has been accustomed to turn 


to him when all was right, according to the world’s estimate ° 


of right and wrong. Whither should the burdened heart be- 
take itself but to him who daily bears our burdens? The 
impulse to tell God all troubles is as truly a mark of the 
faithful soul as the impulse to tell everything to the beloved 
is the life breath of love. 

The act of spreading the letter before the Lord is an elo- 
quent symbol, which some prosaic and learned commentators 
have been dull enough to call gross, and td compare to Bud- 
dhist praying-mills! Its meaning is expressed in the prayer 
which follows. It is faith’s appeal to his ktiowledge. It is 
faith’s: casting of its burden on the Lord. Our faith is of 
little power to bless unless it impels us to take God into con- 
fidence in regard to everything which. troubles us. If the 
letter is not grave enough to be spread before him, it is too 
small to annoy us. If we truly live in fellowship with God, 
we shall find ourselves in his house, with the cause of our 
trouble in our hands, before we have time to think. Instinct 
acts more quickly than reason, and, if our faith be vital, it 
will not need to be argued into speaking to God of all that 
weighs upon us. 

3. Note the pleading of faith. Hezekiah’s address to God 
is no mere formal recapitulation of divine names, but is the 
effort of faith to grasp firmly the truths which the enemy 
denies, and on which it builds. So cansidered, the accumu- 
lation of titles in verse 16 is very instructive, and shows how 
a trustful soul puts forth the energy of its faith in summoning 
to mind the great aspects of the Divine name as bulwarks 
against suggested fears, and bases of supplication. Hezekiah 
appeals to “the God of hosts,” the Ruler of all the embattled 
forces of the universe as well as of the armies of angels, 
What is Sennacherib’s array compared with these? He 
appeals to “the God of Israel,” as pleading the ancient rela- 
tionship, which binds the unchangeable guardian of the peo- 
ple to be still what he has been, and casts the responsibility 
of Israel’s preservation upon him. He appeals.to him “who 
sits between the cherubim,” as thence defending and filling 
the threatened city. He grasps the thought that Jehovah is 
“God alone” with a vividness which is partly due, no doubt, 
to Isaiah’s teaching, but is also the indignant recoil of faith 
from the assumption of the letter, that Jehovah was but as 
the beaten deities of Gozan and the rest. Faith clings the 
more tenaciously to truths denied as a dog will hold on to the 
stick that one tries to pull from it. 

Thus, having heartened himself and plead with God by all 
these names, Hezekiah comes to his petition. It is but the 
putting into words of the symbol of spreading the letter 
before God. He asks God to behold and to hear the defiant 
words. Prayer tells God what it knows that he knows 
already, for it relieves the burdened heart to tell him.. It 
asks him to see and hear what it knows that he does see and 
hear. But the prayer is not for mere observance followed by 
no divine act, but for taking knowledge as the precursor of 
the appropriate help. Of such seeing and hearing believing 
prayer is the appointed condition. “ Your Father knoweth 
what things ye have need of, before ye ask him;” but that is 
not a reason for silence, but for supplication. 

Hezekiah rightly regarded Sennacherib’s words as meant 
to reproach the living God, for the point of the letter was 
to dissuade from trust in him,:as no more. powerful than the 
petty deities of already conquered cities. The prayer, there- 
fore, pleads that God would take care of his own honor, and, 
by delivering Jerusalem, show his sole sovereignty. It isa 
high and wonderful level for faith to reach, when it regards 
personal deliverance mainly in its aspect as vindicating God 
and warranting faith, We may too easily conclude that 
God’s honor is involved in our deliverance, and it is well to 
be on our guard against that. But it is possible to die to self 
so fully as to feel that our cause is his, because his is so en- 
tirely ours; and then we may come to that heroic faith which 
seeks even personal good more for God’s sake than for our 
own. It was noble that this man should have no word to say 
about self but “save us, that all the kingdoms of the earth 
may know that thou art God alone.” Like him, we may 
each feel that our defense is moré God’s affair than ours, in 
proportion as we feel we are his rather than our own. 
siege of Jerusalem was indeed as a duel between faith and 
unbelief, on the one hand, and between Jehovah and the 
gods who were “no gods” on the other. Sennacherib’s letter 
was a defiant challenge to Jehovah to do his best for this 
people, and when faith repeated in prayer the insolepce of 
unbelief only one result was possible. It came. 

4. Note the deliverance of faith. Isaiah’s grand prophecy 
tempts us to linger over its many beauties and magnificent 
roll of triumphant scorn, but it falls outside our lesson. As 
for the catastrophe, it should be noted that its place and time 
are not definitely stated, and that probably the notion that 


‘the Assyrian army was annihilated before Jerusalem is a 


mistake. Sennacherib and his troops were at Libnah, on 
their way to meet the Egyptian forces. If there were any of 
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them before Jerusalem, they would at most be a small 
detachment, sufficient to invest it. Probably the course of 
events was that, at some time not specifie!,soon after the dis- 
missal of the messengers who brought the letter, the awful 
destruction fell, and that, when the news of the disaster 
ygached the detachment at Jerusalem, as the psalm which 
throbs with the echoes of the triumph says, “they were trou- 
bled, and hasted away.” 

How complete was the crushing blow the lame record of 
this campaign in the inscriptions shows, in which the failure 
of the attempt to capture the city is covered up by vaporing 
about tribute and the like. If it had not failed, however, the 
success would certainly have been told, as all similar cases 
are told, with abundant boasting. The other fact is also to 
be remembered, that Sennacherib tried no more conclusions 
with Jerusalem and Jehovah, and, though he lived for some 
twenty years afterwards, never again ventured on to the soil 
where that mighty God fought for his people. 

The appended notice of Sennacherib’s death has been 
added by some narrator, since it probably occurred after 
Isaiah’s martyrdom. “All they that take the sword shall 
perish with the sword.” Such a career as his could not but 
give taste for violence and bloodshed, and diminish regard 
for human life. Retribution comes slowly, for twenty. years 
intervened between the catastrophe to the army and the 
murder of the king. Its penalties increase as its fall delays; 
for first came the blotting out of the army, and then, when 
that had no effect, at last the sword in his own heart. “He 
that being often reproved hardeneth his neck shall sud- 
denly be destroyed, and that without remedy.” 

But the great lesson of that death is the same as that of 
the other king’s deliverance. Hezekiah “went unto the 
house of the Lord,” and found him a very present help in 
trouble. Sennacherib was slain in the house of his god. The 
two pictures of the worshipers and their fates are symbolic 


times a letter makes a call upon us that we know not how to 
meet, and we ask ourselves hopelessly, What shall we do? 
Whatever a letter contains to disturb or perp'ex us, the best 
thing possible for us to do is to take it and spread it before 
the Lord, asking from him wisdom and strength to meet the 
duties and dangers of the hour. 

And Hezekiah prayed, . .. saying, O Lord of hosts, the God of 
Israel, .. . thou art the God, even thou alone, of all the kingdoms 
of the earth: thou hast made heaven and earth. Incline thine ear 
.-.and hear: open thine eyes... and see: and hear all the 
words of Sennacherib. ... Of a truth, Lord, the kings of Assyria 
have laid waste all the countries, ... and have cast their gods into 
the fire: for they were no gods. ... Now, therefore, O Lord our 
God, save us from his hand, that all... may know that thou art 
the Lord, even thou only (vs. 15-20). A man discloses himeelf, 
the measure of his faith, and the grounds of his faith, and the 
degrees of his union with God, in the tone and spirit of his 
prayers; and the prayers of a right-minded man strengthen 
his faith, and bring him closer to God. He who believes in 
God is glad to recall, in prayer, what God is, and what God 
has done, as an expression of his confidence and as a means 
of its strengthening. He is ready to speak freely to God of 
the causes of his own anxiety in view of the strength of the 


surance that all these opposings are as nothing in comparison 
with God’s power. Meanwhile, he is so sure of his loving 
relations with God, and of God’s loving relations with him, 
that he makes God’s cause his cause, and his cause God’s 
cause, asking that his own prayer may be heard and answered 
because God’s honor and interests are involved in it. That 
is the way Hezekiah prayed in his time of trouble. That is 
the way we ought to be able to pray, and ought to pray, in 
our times of trouble. 

Then Isaiah ... sent unto Hezekiah, saying, Thus saith the 
Lord, the God of Israel, Whereas thou hast prayed to me against 





of the meaning of the whole story. Sennacherib had dared 
Jehovah to try his strength against him and his deities. The 
challenge was accepted, and that bloody corpse before the 
idol that could not help preaches a ghastly sermon on the 


text, “They that make them are like unto them; so is | 


every one that trusteth in them. O Israel, trust thou in the 
Lord: he is their help and their shield.” 
Manchester, England. 





TEACHING POINTS. 
BY BISHOP H. W. WARREN, D.D. 
HOW TO PRAY EFFECTUALLY. 


In heathen records Hezekiah is a historical character in 
regard to his kingship, his resistance, and his sending tribute 
to Sennacherib. But profane history records only the surface 
of things. It has no insigh® its authors no inspiration. It 


is only in God’s history that we find the highest things, in his 


diary the secrets of men. 

Hezekiah prayed effectually, we want to know how. He 
was amazingly answered ; but that did not impoverish the 
heavens; our Father has a blessing for us also. 


How did he pray? He enlarged his conception of God to 


make faith possible. Hear him think: “ Lord of hosts, God 


of Israel, between the cherubim, God alone of all the king- | 


doms of the earth, made heaven and earth.” 
able to say, “ Incline thy ear, O Lord, and hear; open thine 
eyes, O Lord, and see.” 
him a mist. 

He regards these words of Sennacherib as “sent to reproach 


Then faith was 


Sennacherib, . . . therefore thus saith the Lord (vs. 21,33). The 
Lord has various ways of answering the prayers of his chil- 
dren. Sometimes he speaks to them directly, in an answer to 
their very hearts ; sometimes he answers by his written word; 
sometimes he gives an answer by providential circumstances; 
sometimes he sends one of his servants to them,—a pastor, a 
teacher, a friend,—with a message of counsel or assurance in 
the line of the heart’s need. It makes less difference to us 
how the answer comes, than how open are our minds to re- 
ceive an answer. If we need wisdom from above, and ask 
for it in faith, God will send it, in his own sure way ; and we 
shall be supplied according to our lack. ‘ 

I will defend this city to save it, for mine own sake, and for my 
servant David’s sake (v.35). How the Lord identifies, as it 
were, his people’s interests with hisown! He isa true friend, 
—the Friend of friends. He watches lovingly over those who 
are dear to him for their own sakes, and those who are dear 
to him because they are dear to, or are linked with, those who 
love him, and whom he loves. It is a great thing to be loved 
of God. It is even a great thing to be loved of one whom 
| God loves. We owe very much to the love of God’s friends. 
Many a blessing comes to us because we are loved and prayed 
for by one who is very dear to God, and to whom God is very 
dear. We have even cause to be grateful for the godly lives 
and Christian faith of those who were before us in the earthly 
race, and whose places here on earth we have been called to 
take. God grant that we may so live and so trust that those 





He personifies. God is not now to | who come after us shall be blessed because of what we were 


| and did as friends of God! 
The angel of the Lord went forth, and smote in the camp of the 


the living God” (v.17). He was decidedly devoted when he | Assyrians a hundred and fourseore and five thousand: and when 


regarded God’s reproach more than his own danger. 
he is in exact condition to make his prayer, “save us from 


Now | ™” arose early in the morning, behold, they were all dead corpses 


(v.36). It takes a long time to organize a great force against 


his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that | God and'God’s people; but it doesn’t take long to sweep away 


thou art the Lord, even thou only” (v. 20). 


Then came the answer, more than he had asked for or | 
Sennacherib shall not come into | 1#"4, or of Philip II. on the sea. He can rest securely whom 
He | God defends. He is never safe who opposes God. God is 


thought of. “Save us!” 
this city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor come before it. 


fled, and for twenty years and through five campaigns he 


never once thought of going against Jerusalem any more. 


| an army, when God chooses to doso, The breath of pesti- 
| lence or of whirlwind can destroy the host of Sennacherib on 


| not always on the side of the heaviest battalions,—as men see 
forces; but the man who is on God’s side is on the side where 


It was a colossal answer. Shall we hesitate about our lit- | twelve legions of angels can be put into the field, if need be, 


tle matters? The same ear is not heavy. The same arm is 


not shortened. 


Denver, Colo. 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 


against every corporal’s guard of human enemies. 


Philadelphia. 





TEACHING HINTS. 
BY A. ¥. SCHAUFFLER, D.D. 


| Many ot our scholars think that all that a prophet ever 


Hezekiah received the letter,...and read it: and Hezekiah | did was to utter proph cies about future events. This is 


went up... and spread it before the Lord (v.14). When we 


| quite incorrect. In fact, the foretelling of future events was 


receive a letter that troubles us, what better thing could we | only a small part of their activity. They were the preachers 


do than to take it, as soon as we have read it, and lay it 
before the Lord? This is not always our first impulse at 
such atime. Sometimes a letter cuts us to the quick, and 
we are tempted to give way to overwhelming ¢epression. 
Sometimes a letter startles us with possibilities of harm to us, 
through the facts, or misconception of facts, it contains, and 
we are moved by fear or anxiety. Sometimes a letter weighs 
us down with its unexpected news of bereavement or disaster, 
and we are tempted to despair in our new emergency. Some- 


; 


| of their day, and aroused the people to a -higher state of 
| activity by their words, They also were, in some measure, 
‘the historians of their times. In this lesson we have a 
specimen of Isaiah's historical work, just as last week we had 
a bit of his prophecy. If the scholars want to see the his- 
torical setting of the story of Sennacherib, let him turn to 
2 Kings 18, or to 2 Chronicles 28 : 27. 

Let the teacher bring out the lesson story from the class by 
appropriate questions, The facts are simple but interesting. 





forces that oppose him; and he is glad to speak out his as- |, 





Hezekiah had now been fourteen years on the throne, and 

had done much toward the reformation of Judah. Now there 

came, with great, swelling words, the king of Assyria, and 

with his armies he threatened to overthrow the kingdom of 

Judah. On receiving the message of Rabshakeh, Sennacherib's 

messenger, Hezekiah was filled with alarm, and went to the 

house of God, at the same time sending to the prophet Isaiah 

to pray for him. The prophet sent him a comforting mes- 

sage, and soon the armies of Sennacherib were withdrawn, to 

be sent into Egypt. This, however, did not end the danger, 

for Rabshakeh sent a message to King Hezekiah, practically 

saying that as soon as they had gotten through the Egyptian 

war, they would be back again at Jerusalem. This letter the 

king laid before the Lord, and prayed with all his heart for 

guidance and deliverance. A second time he received a 

most comforting message from the prophet, telling him that 

God would surely deliver him from the hands of the Assyrian 

host, but not informing him as to the method that would be 

adopted to effect this deliverance. As a matter of fact, it was 

brought about by some terrible pestilence, that swept away 

the larger part of that army in a single night. So the word 

of the Lord was carried out, and the boastings of Rabshakeh 

came to naught. 

You will never have an army of Assyrians attacking you, 
and so may think that there is not much in this lesson that 
applies to you. Rightly understuod, however, there is much 
for our profit and encouragement. In the first place, it re- 
minds us of the wonderful power of God. We saw this once 
before, as we studied the way in which God overthrew the 
Egyptians when they set their faces against Israel. There 
are only two instances in the Word in which God dealt so 
severely with the enemies of Israel, and in both it seems as 
thongh it was to punish their arrogance and pride. God’s 
power is thus clearly made known to all nations; for he is 
never at a loss because of ihe numbers of those who rise up 
against his people. It is nothing to him to save by many or 
by few, or to save with no one on his side. With the breath 
of his nostrils he can destroy all the armies of the aliens, To 
him the nations are but as the dust in the balance, to be scat- 
tered by his slightest breath. If only we had eyes to see, 
there are plenty of instances in modern times in which God 
has shown his power, and has overthrown armies by circum- 
stances very slight, over which, however, they had no control. 
If it had not rained the night before Waterloo, probably 
Napoleon would not have been defeated. We believe that in 
such events God had a mighty hand, though he wrought no 
miracle for the defense of the right. God can destroy an army 
by pestilence, if he will, or he can in many other ways bring 
it to ruin. This thought will both lead‘us to trust in him, 
and at the same. time to realize the wickedness of scoffing at 
his power. 

The Psalmist says, “God is our refuge and strength, a 
very present help in trouble.” No Sennacherib assails us, 
but yet we have our battles and our enemies, who wish us no 
good, Temptations abound on every hand, and each child 
knows well what it is to have to fight fierce battles. Every 
one also knows what it is to be sometimes defeated in the 
struggle. Here too we may gain comfort from the lesson of 
the day. We have only to carry out that which we so often 
sing: 

“ Have you trials and temptations, 

Is there trouble anywhere ? 
You should never be disconraged,— 
Take it to the Lord in prayer.” 


Follow Hezekiah’s example, and lay all your difficulties 
befure the Lord. Tell him your anxieties and your weak- 
ness. He will not turn a deaf ear to the complaints of the 
weakest of his creatures. God is not more ready to hear the 
ery of akingthan of achild. In his sight all men are equal, 
| and the cry of an orphan comes to him just as swiftly as that 
of the greatest monarch on earth,—sometimes, I think, more 
swiftly; just as we hearken more closely for the cry of the 
feeblest in the household than we do for that of those able to 
care for themselves. So take courage, and, when you are in 
trouble, cry, and you will soon have the experience of the 
| Psalmist for your own; for in another place he says: “This 
poor man cried, and the Lord heard him, and saved bim 
out of all his troubles.’ You may not be able to see the 
way in which you are to be delivered, any more than Heze- 
kiah did before the deliverance came; but that will make no 
difference, for so long as God takes our case in hand, he will 
bring it out right. 

New York City. 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 


Who was it whom Isaiah said God called “ the rod of mine 
anger”? Show on map, or trace an outline of Palestine show- 
ing Jerusalem and the great lands where so many of the Jews 
were taken captive. 

The King of Assyria.—What did the prophet foretell when 
he said God would use the king of Assyria as a rod to punish 
the sin and disobedience of the people? At the time our 











lesson tells us of, Sennacherib was the name of the strong, 
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rich king of Assyria. We know something of him and his 
armies and his wars from the Bibie; but a great deal more 
is written on monuments, on stones, and on tablets that have 
been found, and wise scholars have read the strange words 
and the meaning of the pictures. Many ancient histories 
were written on smooth tablets of clay, hardened like bricks, 
and so preserved that now in museums there are libraries of 
stone, made of thousands of these tablets. King Sennacherib, 
like other kings, did not mean to be forgotten. There were 
no books or newspapers like ours to publish his victories, and 
he had scribes and workmen to put on metal and rock and 
stone the lasting record of his might. One of these is the 
story of Hezekiah, and how Sennacherib went against him, 
and that the King of Assyria said, “ He would not submit to 
my yoke.” It is written how he came with battering-rams 
and armed men, and took many strong fenced cities and car- 
ried off prisoners, young and old, men and women, horses, 
mules, and cattle. It tells how he shut up Hezekiah in Jeru- 
salem “ like a bird in a cage,” and that Hezekiah was afraid, 
and sent out to him presents of gold and silver and precious 
stones, and was willing then to be subject to him. The Bible 
tells the same story, that Sennacherib had taken many of the 
cities of the Israelites, and when he wanted to capture Jeru- 
salem, Hezekiah sent him silver from the house of the Lord, 


and gold that he cut from the doors of the temple. But Sen-’ 


nacherib would have nothing less than Jerusalem, and he 
sent men to stand before the walls and shout mocking words 
to the Jews and send mocking messages to their king. 

Heazekiah.—He was in great trouble; be knew how their 
enemies had shouted to his hungry soldiers, and asked: 
“Where are the gods of other netions? Did they deliver 
their people? We have burned them in the fire; the God 
of Israel will do no more. Why should Hezekiah persuade 
you to stay in the city and die of famine and thirst?” The 
Jews on the wall answered not a word. 

The Letter—Sennacherib sent a letter to Hezekiah railing 
on the God of Israel; saying that the Lord would not deliver 
them any more than the ido] gods which he had burned had 
saved the people of other cities which he had destroyed. 
Hezekiah had heard before of all the mocking words; and 
while he put on robes of sackcloth and went to the temple to 
pray, he sent messages to the prophet Isaiah, who told them 
that the Lord said, “‘ Be not afraid of the king of Assyria; 
I will send a blast upon him, he shall return to his own land: 
he will fall by the sword in his own land.” After such a 
message, did it seem as if Hezekiah need to fear when he 
received the letter? What did he do with it? He took it 
from the hand of the messenger, and read it; then he went up 
to the temple and spread it out before the Lord. Did not 
God know all about it? Yes; but he loves to have those who 
trust in him bring everything to him, their joys and their 
sorrows, just as a child goes to his mother, rests his head on 
her shoulder, and sobs out all his grief. 

Hezekiah’s Prayer.—Read the words he said, and see how 
he honored God. Can you find by how many names he called 
on God in that prayer? For what did Hezekiah ask? Was 
it for safety and comfort for himself? Was it to make a 
great name for Jerusalem and her soldiers? Let us see what 
he said. He spoke to God as a yreat king, the God of all, 
the living God, the one who made heaven and earth, And 
yet Hezekiah spoke to him as a tender Father, as if a great 
loving face looked down upon him in his trouble; for he 
asked the Lord to bend his ear toward him and hear, to open 
his eyes and see, and to hear all the words which the wicked 
king had said against the living God. Then he told of all 
the ruin and waste over inany places ; how they had destroyed 
the gods of other nations, idols ef wood and stone made by 
men’s hands, Hezekiah knew they were not gods, and that 
his prayer was to the God who made all the nations, and he 
asked, “‘O Lord, our God, save us from his hand.” Hezekiah 
told why he asked, “that all the kingdoms of the earth may 
know that thou art the Lord.” 

The Prophets Words.-—Isaiah had been praying, too; he 
had a message for the praying king. It was about the other 
king, their enemy: “He shall not come into the city, nor 
shoot an arrow there.” Stronger and surer than all the bat- 
tering-rams and fiery arrows was the plan and promise of the 
One to whom king and prophet prayed : “ I will defend this 
city to save it for mine own sake, and my servant David’s 
sake.” 

Prayer Answered.—It was swift and sure; God sent some 
messenger, called an angel, through the camp where the 
Assyrians lay asleep at night. From tent to tent, to men 
with armor on and swords ready to strike, fifties, hundreds, 
thousands, were touched by the angel sent to destroy. In the 
early morning when the outer guatds began to stir, all was 
silent, not a sound or sign of life, neither captains nor soldiers 
rose up. Lying dead upon the ground were a hundred and 
eighty-five thoufand men. Could those dead hands fire an 
arrow against Jerusalem? So the God of hosts answered 
prayer. 

Isaiah's Words Fulfilled.—What had Isaiah told that the 
Lord had said of the Assyrian king? Was it not a blast 


which he sent that destroyed the king’s army? Where and | 


Does one word of | 


how did he say Senpacherib should die? 











God ever fail? Sennacherib went away to Nineveh; he 
fought battles afterwards, but never again tried to conquer 
Jerusalem. His own children tried to get the kingdom from 
him; and one day, as he worshiped in the temple of his idol 
god, two of his sons killed him with a sword. They had to 
flee to save their lives, and a third son was king of Assyria. 
Did God hear and remember the mocking words of those 
men on the city wall? “Did he hear the proud words of Sen- 
nacherib? Were they all punished? Did Godsee the letter 
epread out before him? Does he see the troubles that come 
to a little child? We know he does, that no other loving 
eyes could so see the heart, and none can be so able or so 
wise to answer. Hezekiah went to the temple, and prayed, 
and left it all with God, He did not ask how God would 
defend the city; he did not call in the keepers from the city 
gates, nor take away the guards from the watch-towers; he 
prayed and trusted, and tried to do his duty. 
Louisville, Ky. 


ORIENTAL LESSON-LIGHTS, ‘ 


BY H. B. TRISTRAM, D.D., LL.D., F.B.S., 
Canon oF DURHAM. 

HEZEKIAH’s DELIVERANCE IN TRADITION.—We cannot 
wonder that the memory of this marvelous deliverance long 
survived, and that the Greek historian Herodotus was told of 
it two hundred and fifty years afterwards by the Egyptian 
priests. Their story was that while the Assyrians were sleep- 
ing in their camp in the night a vast army of field-mice sud- 
denly came upon them, and gnawed all their bowstrings and 
quivers, and ate their shield-straps. This was in response to 
a vision granted by the gods to the Egyptian king. The 
Egyptian tradition agrees with the Scripture history in this, 
that there was a promise of deliverance, that it came in the 
night, that it was outside the ordinary course of nature, that 
it was silent and secret, that it was not till morning that it 
was discovered, and that flight immediately ensued. 

“Nor SHoor AN ARROW THERE, NOR COME BEFORE IT 
WITH SHIELDs, NoR Cast A BANK AGAINST IT.’—We have 
here an exact picture of an ancient siege, such as is portrayed 
on the sculptures of Nineveh; in the picture of the siege 
of Lachish, The final means of capture was the mound 
raised against the wall of the beleaguered place, But for the 
erection of this the archers were indispensable. While the 
slaves and laborers of the army were heaping materials for 
the mound, the archers were continuously employed in shoot- 
ing at every defender who appeared on the ramparts, galling 
them with their arrows, and thus protecting their workmen, 
or drawing off the attention of the enemy. The archers, as 
we see from the Assyrian sculptures, were protected by the 
shieldman, The shield was a strong, wooden frame, as high 
as a man, covered with leather, resting on the ground, and 
held by its bearer in front of the archer, who, under its pro- 
tection was not only safe, but was able to take deliberate aim. 
The mound was made of any materials that came to hand, 
with a gradual slope upwards, till it almost reached the wall, 
and was not much inferior to it in height. When completed, 
battering-rams were plied from it against the upper part of 
the wall and the battlements, until a breach was effected. 
The mound was employed even to the later times of the Roman 
Empire. One very interesting specimen remains intact at 
Sebbeh, the ancient Masada, on the south-western edge of the 
Dead Sea. It was built by Herod the Great on the top of a 
great, isolated rock, and believed to be impregnable. It was 
the last stronghold of the most desperate of the Jews, after 
the fall of Jerusalem, before the army of Titus, Here they 
held the Roman army at bay for months. The rock is abso- 
lutely perpendicular on all sides, and rises five hundred and 
fifty feet from its base. Against this, on the west side, the 
Romans raised a great, sloping mound of masonry, without 
mortar, rising to within a few feet of the top of the walls, and 
only separated from the fortress by a space of five or six yards, 
From this they battered the walls and effected the breach by 
which they entered, bridging the chasm with planks. The 
mound and the breached walls remain to this day, as perfect 
as on the day when the citadel fell. 

The College, Durham, England. 


QUESTION HINTS. 
BY PROFESSOR AMOS R. WELLS. 
FOR THE TEACHER. 

For review, the superintendent’s questions of last week 
may be used. 

1. Tue NEED (v. 14).—Why did the king of Assyria make 
war on Hezekiah? (2 Kings 18:7.) What attempt did 
Hezekiah make to purchase peace? (2 Kings 18 : 13-16.) 
How did the rabshakeh try to terrify the people? (Isa. 36.) 
How did Isaiah reassure them? (Isa. 37 : 1-7.) What mes- 
sage did the king of Assyria then send? (Isa. 37 : 8-13.) 
Why did not Hezekiah pray where he was? What is the 
advantage of such withdrawing places in our homes? (Matt. 
> : 6.) How may we establish these “inner chambers”? 
How literal and minute may we be in praying to God who 
kuows everything? (1 Thess. 5 : 17, 18.) 





2. Tue Prayer (vs. 15-20).— Why is it that those who do 
not pray about small matters do not pray about great ones? 
Of what hosts is God the lord? (Neh. 9:6; Psa. 148: 2; 
Isa.13:4.) What is to be said, then, of those who talk about 
“happenings” in nature, and “chance” in history? (Psa. 
145: 9; Acts15:18.) What is meant by the “cherubim”? 
(Exod. 37 : 6-9.) What is our Shechinah ? (Matt, 28 : 20. 
What had Hezekiah been tanght about the need of praying as 
in verse 17? (Psa. 34:15.) Yet what contrast is thus hinted 
with the gods of verse 19? (Psa. 115: 5,6.) Why do we need 
to concern ourselves about reproaches cast upon God? (John 
17: 1, 4, 5, 22.) For what purpose is it wise, and for what 
purpose is it foolish, to reckon up the power of evil forces? 
(Zech. 4: 6.) What will show us whether we have been 
worshiping idols or the true God? (Mark 4:17.) How is 
God’s honor involved in the Christian’s welfare? (Matt. 7 : 
11.) Who was praying with Hezekiah? (2 Chron, 32: 20.) 
Why is it better for two to pray for a thing than merely one? 
(Matt. 18 : 19, 20.) 

3. THE PropHecy (vs. 21, 33-35).—Why was not the 
answer to Hezekiah’s prayer given directly to the king? 
How does God often answer us thus by “prophets”? Why 
would not God have shown his glory, though Hezekiah had 
not asked him to show it? How complete is the safety of 
those who trust God? (Psa. 91.) How is this to be reconciled 
with the sickness, loss, and danger that often come to the 
Christian ? (Job 13:15; Rom.8: 28.) What was the purpose 
of the “banks”? (2 Sam. 20: 15.) Why is “for mine own 
[God’s] sake” for our sake also? How was David involved in 
the matter? (2 Sam. 7:13.) How may wealso win the Lord’s 
protection for succeeding generations? In what ways do men 
try to defend their cities by their own power? How far only 
is this right? (Psa. 127: 1; Jas. 2: 17.) 

4. THE FULFILMENT (vs. 36-38).—How prompt was the ful- 
filment? (2 Kings 19 : 35.) What forms may this visitation 
have taken? When what “men arose early”? Why was it 
best for the world that these immense numbers should die? 
(v. 20.) When will the immense present numbers of the foes 
of Christianity become its glory? (Rev. 11:15.) What was 
the fate of Sennacherib? How did Isaiah afterwards help 
the king? (Isa. 38, 39.) What is the chief lesson to be 
learned from the story of Hezekiah? (golden text.) 

FOR THE SUPERINTENDENT. 

1. What danger threatened Jerusalem? 2. What did 
Hezekiah do? 3. What plea did he urge in his prayer? 
4. Through whom did God send the answer? 5. What was 
it? 6. How was this promise fulfilled? 7: What are some 
of the dangers which surround us? 8. Who only are safe 
from them? 9. How do they get safety? (golden text.) 
Antioch College, Yellow Springs, Ohio. 





BLACKBOARD Ranier 


THEY THAT TRUST IN THE LORD, 


TIDINGS OME, 
WHEN FY/][, COUNSELORS | ONFUSE, 
POWERS OMBINE, 


ARE AS MOUNT ZION. 





* He shall not be afraid of evil tidings.” 





gel od 


ONFIDING 
- OMFORTING 





ROMISE, 
ONQUEROR- ERISHING. 
HEZEKIAH’S APPEAL, | 
ISAIAH'S REPLY, 


SENNACHERIB’S MASTER, 
HATH WROUGHT THE VICTORY. 


HINTS FOR LESSON-HYMNS. 


“ What a friend we have in Jesus.” 

“ God is the refuge of his saints,” 

“ Zion stands by hills surrounded.” 

“ Guide me, O thou great Jehovah.” 
“From every stormy wind that blows.” 
“ Are you weafy, are you heavy laden?” 
“ Fear not! God is thy shield.” 

“Tn thy cleft, O Rock of Ages.” 
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LESSON SUMMARY. 


Can our God be trusted at all times, in spite of all oppos- 
ings, and in the face of all apparent difficulties? That was 
the question before the Israelites in the days of Hezekiah. 
That is the question before us all at the present day. And 
the story of Hezekiah’s prayer and deliverance tends to throw 
light on this question. 

The gods of Assyria and of Egypt really seemed to be great 
gods, so far as the results of confidence in them would show, 
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Those who trusted them had power ; those who opposed them 
were croshed. Thus it had been in conflict after conflict with 
the people of one country after another. Is it to be wondered 
at that the Assyrians were confident, or that they deemed the 
Israelites foolish in taking any other view of the case? 

Hezekiah looked at this question in the light of faith, rather 
than in the light of cold reason without faith. He believed 
in God as above all gods; and he trusted God as his God. 
He did not look at apparent results, but he looked up through 
apperrances to God as a living certainty. When all was 
darkness round about him, he was sure there was light above 
the darkness; therefore he turned his eyes away from dark- 
ness toward the light. And the result justified the confident 
faith of Hezekiah. 

The God of Hezekiah is our God. All other gods are at 
the best no better than the gods of Assyria. The gods of 
science and of wealth and of worldly wisdom seem at times 
to have advantages over the God whom we worship; and if 
we look at mere surface appearances, we are liable to think 
that it would be safer to trust those gods than our God. The 
devotees of those gods sneer at us, and really think themselves 
wiser*and safer than we are. But if we have faith in our 
God, we shall trust him unwaveringly in spite of all appear- 
ances and all oppossing sneers; and our faith is sure to be 
rewarded. 

Every one of us has to face the hdst of Sennacherib, and to 
hear the contemptuous scoffs of his messengers at our God. 
If we have the faith that made Hezekiah strong in his time 
of peril, the angel of the Lord shall sweep away in the night 
time the host that opposes us day and night. 

But it is only as we, like Hezekiah, make God’s cause our 
cause, that we can have and show such faith as Hezekiah 
illustrated. 


ADDED POINTS. 


It is the man who is accustomed to go to the house of the 
Lord, who is surest to turn to it instinctively in the time of 
his tronble. Having been helped there many times before, 
he goes there in corfidence for new help in his new need. 

Even though God knows our trouble before we state it, 
there is a gain to us in our stating it to him specifically, as 
préliminary to our asking him to give us relief from it. 

The gods of this world have done wonders for those who 
trust them. Sometimes it seems as if they had things all 
their own way. But it is just bere that the test of our faith 
comes. 

Those who are watching us will judge by the results of our 
faith whether we have trusted wisely or in vain. Let us 
then, for their sakes as well as for ours, be strong in faith, in 
spite of temptations to distrust. 

God can save us through a battle, or can save us from a 
battle. He is ready to do just that which will best promote 
our good and his glory. If is for us to trust him for the 
method of his aid, and to accept gratefully the sure issue of 
salvation. 

There is all the difference in the world between going into 
the house of the Lord and going into the house of a false 
god. We may die or we may live in either case; but it is 
better to be with God than away from him, living or dying. 





THE LITERATURE OF THE LESSONS: 
JANUARY TO JUNE. 


The lessons of the first quarter are from Isaiah, Jeremiah, 
and Ezekiel. Those of the second, from the Psalms and 
Daniel. 

Of general works on the Prophets, Volumes V. and VI. of 
“The Bible Commentary” (Charles Scribner’s Sons), edited 
by Canon Cook, are accessible and excellent. Equally good 
is Bishop Ellicott’s “Old Testament Commentary for Eng- 
lish Readers” (E. P. Dutton & Co.). The separate books are 
published in the “Handy Commentary” (Cassell Publishing 
Company). In the “Expositor’s Bible” (A. C. Armstrong 
and Son) the two volumes on Isaiah by the Rev. George A. 
Smith are very able, but represent the newer criticism. Mr. 
Smith divides Isaiah 40-66 among a dozen authors and editors. 
That on Jeremiah, by the Rev. C. J. Ball, is less brilliant, 
but treads on safer ground. Volume V. of “The Sermon 
Bible” (A. C. Armstrong and Son) covers all the Prophets in 
the shape of abstracts of sermons by the best English preachers. 
In “The Cambridge Bible for Schools” (Macmillan and 
Company) the volumes on Isaiah by Professor W. Robertson 
Smith, on Jeremiah by the Rev. A. W. Streane, and on Ezekiel 
by Professor A. B. Davidson, have the scholarly merits of the 
series; but Professors Smith and Davidson represent the new 
criticism. Frederick Maurice’s “Prophets and Kings of the 
Qld Testament” (Macmillan and Company) is of great value 
for its delicate insight into spiritual relations. 

Of separate works, there may be named Henry Cowles’s 
“tsaiah with Notes” (D. Appleton and Company. 1869) ; 
T. R. Birks’s “Commentary on Isaiah” (London. 1878); Franz 
Delitzsch’s “Biblical Commentary on Isaiah” (2 vols. Edin- 
burgh : T. & T. Clark. 1862), and Sir Edward Strachey’s “Jew- 
ish History and Politics in the Times of Sargon and Senna- 


Times of Ivaiah,” by Professor A. H. Sayce, in the “ By-paths 

of Bible Knowledge” series (The Religious Tract Society), 

gives the historic background and the results of recent dis- 

coveries in a compact shape. The volume in Lange by 

Nagel:bach is one of the best in the series, That in “Men 

of the Bible” (A. D. F. Randolph & Co.) is by Canon 8. R. 

Driver, and, with T. K. Cheyne’s “Prophecies of Isaiah” 

(Thomas Whittaker, 1884), stands for modern critical views. 

The literature on Jeremiah is less abundant. In Lange 

we again have Nagelsbach. The Expositor for December 

has an admirable analysis by Professor A. Duff of Edinburgh. 

The biography in “ Men of the Bible” series is by Professor 

T. K. Cheyne. On Ezekiel, the works of Patrick Fairbairn 

(Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark 1851), of Ebenezer Hender- 
son (Andover: Warren F. Draper. 1870), and Dr. Guth- 
rie’s “Gospel in Ezekiel” (New York: Robert Carter and 

Brothers. 1870), are the most accessible, 

On the Psalms, Dean Perowne’s work (2 vols. Andover: 

Warren F. Draper. 1879) is the most satisfactory in many 
respects, the least so being Professor Cheyne’s Bampton Lec- 
tures (Thomas Whittaker. 1891), in which only a single 
Psalm is put as early as King Josiah! Professor Kirk- 
patrick’s work in the “Cambridge Bible for Schools” is 
sober and scholarly, but only the first volume, covering 
Psalms 1-41, has appeared. Mr. Spurgeon’s “Treasury of 
David” (6 vols. Funk and Wagnalls) is abundant in its 
drafts on the old commentators. Franz Delitzych’s Commen- 
tary (3 vols. Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark. 1871) is the beet 
the Germans have given us; Dr. Addison Alexander’s “ The 
Psalms Translated and Explained” (2 vols, New York. 1873) 
is highly esteemed; and Albert Barnes’s “Notes on the 
Psalms” (3 vols. Harper and Brothers. 1870) was the last, 
and one of the best, of his popular expositions. 

On Daniel the best English writer is Dr. E. B. Pusey: 
“Daniel the Prophet” (Funk and Wagnalls, 1885), Of 
other English works, there may be mentioned W. H. Rule’s 
“ Historical Exposition of Daniel” (London. 1869); and 
J. M. Fuller’s in “The Bible Commentary” (Vol. VI. Scrib- 
ners) is very highly esteemed, The biography in “ Men of 
the Bible” (A. D. F. Randolph & Co.) is by H. Deane. Albert 
Barnes’s “Notes on Daniel” are fuller and more scholarly 
than any other of his works, and the “commentary” of Moses 
Stuart (Boston. 1850) still has value. Of the Germans, 
Otto Zécklerin Lange is able and thorough ; and C. A. Auber- 
len’s “The Prophecies of Daniel and the Revelation of 
St. John” (Edinburgh. 1857) is the work of a devout and 
spiritual writer, who makes free use of Bengel. 








WAYS OF WORKING. 


—_——.@— 
AN ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THIS 
QUARTER. 


A method of work that has been thoroughly tested in 
a school is worthy of continued use and commendation 
by that school. The Park Place (Congregational) Sun- 
day-school of Pawtucket, Rhode Island, has, for a long 
time, had the practice of having orders of service 
specially prepared for each quarter. The superin- 
tendent, Mr. Thomas P. Barnefield, sends the new one, 
just issued, for the first quarter of 1892. It is asix-page 
folder, eight and a half by six inches. The sequence of 
the exercises—given in full in the folder, with the nota- 
tion of the hymns—is only briefly indicated here, as a 
hint to others in preparing their own orders of service. 


ORDER OF SERVICE 
OF THE PaRK PLACE BIBLE SCHOOL. 





January-March. Pawtucket, Rhode Island. A. D. 1892. 





Instrumental voluntary (Bible School Orchestra). 


Superintendent : O come, let us sing unto the Lord. 
School: Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, 
and make a joyfal noise unto him with psalms. 
Choir (sings): Stand up to-day and bless the Lord for ever. 
Amen and Amen. 
Superintendent : O come, let us worship and bow down; let 
us kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
School; For he is our God, and we are the people of his pas- 
ture, and the sheep of his hand. 
Choir (chants): We bless thee, O God; we praise thy holy 
name. O give unto us thy peace for evermore. Amen. 
Superintendent : Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his 
name; bring an offering and come into his courts. 
School: O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness ; fear 
before him all the earth. 
Choir (chants): I will offer to thee the sacrifice of thanks- 
giving, and I will call upon thy name. I will pay my vows 
unto the Lord, in the presence now of all his people. Amen. 
Superintendent : Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and 
to the Holy Ghost. 


Song by the school (words by Mrs. E. W. Chapman; 
music by J. H. Tenney; two stanzas and chorus): 


“The Saviour hath called thee, and shown thee his love; 
He died for poor sinners like thee.” 


*Prayer. 


Assistant Superintendent : O Lord, show thy mercy upon us, 
School: Amd grant us thy salvation. 

Assistant Superintendent: O God, make clean our hearts 
within us, 

School: And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

Assistant Superintendent: Let us pray. (Prayer from the 
platform.) 


Response by the choir (chanting): 
O thou, who takest away the sins of the world, hear our 


prayer. O thou, who takest away the sins of the world, grant 
us thy peace. Amen. 


The Tables of the Law in the Old Testament. (The 
Ten Commandments, recited by the school in concert, 
are outlined, in the exercise, in two tables.) 

Choir chants, after Fourth Commandment: 

Write these words in our hearts, O Lord, we beseech thee. Amen. 


School sings, after the Tenth Commandment (tune, 
“Spanish Hymn”): 
“Ten commandments, all divine, 

Every one of them is mine ; 

Every one, the whole complete, 

Every one for me to keep. 

Lord, I pray thee, make me strong, 

Help me to resist the wrong : 

Lead me through the paths of right 

Into thine eternal light.” 


The Tables of the Law in the New Testament: 


RECITED BY 


INFANT DEPARTMENT. 

I. 
“ THIS IS THE FIRST AND GREAT COMMANDMENT : 
*Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 

and witb all thy soul, and with al) thy mind.”’ 

IT. 
** AND THE SECOND IS LIKE UNTO IT: 
* Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” 

















Infant department song (four stanzas and refrain): 


**1’m a little sunbeam, 
I know how to shine; 
For the light is beaming 
In this heart of mine.” 








RECITED BY 
PRIMARY DEPARTMENT. 

“Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the 
| prophets; I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.’’ 

**Whosoever, therefore, shall break one of these least { 

mmmandments, and shall teach men so, he shal) be | 
called the least in the kingdom of heaven ; but whosoever 
,| Shall do-and teach them, the same shal) be called great | 
in the kingdom of heaven.” 
cnapeeeiémnbianie — 





Primary department song (first stanza by the primary 
department, second by the choir, third by the depart- 
ment, fourth by the school): ' 

“Songs of praise the angels sang, 
Heaven with hallelujahs rang.” 

Preparation of class records. 

Song prayer (for help in the lesson-study; tune, 
“ Hebron ”’): 

“A prayer we lift to thee, dear Lord, 
Ere we shall listen to thy word ; 
The truth thy Spirit brings from thee, 
Help us to study patiently.” 

The International Sunday-school lesson and class 
exercises, 

Instrumental voluntary: Bible-school orchestra. 

After-lesson hymn, from “Living Hymns” (first 
stanza by the school, second by the choir, chorus by 
schoa)) : 

* Hear the footsteps of Jesus, 
He is now passing by.” 

Words from the platform. 

Secretary’s report. 

Closing song (tune, “Old Hundred”). 


* Abide with me from morn till eve, 
For without thee I cannot live; 

Abide with me when night is nigh, 

For without thee I dare not die.” 


Pastor : The Lord will give strength unto his people; the 
Lord will bless his people with peace. 

Superintendent: Peace I leave with you. 

Assistant Superintendent: My peace I give unto yon. 

School: And lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of 
the world. 

Choir: Amen. 








eherib” (London, 1874). The little book om “ The Life and 
. { 


School : As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be. world without end. Amen. : 


Dismission. 
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BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


<a 


{In view of the fact that the reception of a complimentary 
copy of a book is supposed to lay upon the editor or publishe? 
‘receiving it an obligation to give it a notice in the pages of his 
periodical, the proprietors of The Sunday School Times have 
decided to decline to receive a copy of any book, from its author 
or publisher, with a view to its notice in these pages, From 
among the many new books issuing from the press, such, and 
such only, are selected, for notice in this department, as are, in 
the opinion of the Editor, worthy of the special attention of the 
readers of The Sunday School Times. Books that are desired 
for such notice are purchased through the ordinary trade chan- 
nels. Announcements of new books, either by circular or by 
personal letter, are, however, always welcomed by the Editor.) 


A “HARMONY” OF ANCIENT 
CHRONOLOGY * 


The treatise in which Mr. MacDonald endeavors to 
harmonize the numerous chronological data found in 
ancient Oriental literature, especially in that of Egypt 
and Palestine, reveals immense labor, great ingenuity, 
and a fine spirit, while the thought has been admirably 
set forth ; but it is to be feared that the labor is lost. 

The author proposes to remove difficultiesin chronology 
in part by the assumption that a year of ten months and 
another of twelve months were in use at the same time. 
At an early period the Romans used a decimestrial year, 
which was afterwards superseded by one of twelve 
months. With the assistance of this ten-month “ year 
of Romulus,” Niebuhr, as is well known, solved several 
of the chronological problems furnished by the early 
Roman annals, The author seeks to prove the use of 
such a year in Egypt, though apparently without practi- 
cal aim in so doing (p. 57 f.), and also in Palestine 
(p. 128 f.); and he employs it in adjusting the dates 
recorded by Hebrews and Babylonians; but all known 
data may be adjusted as successfully as is done by the 
author, without the aid of this assumed theory; and his- 
*tory as yet knows nothing of a decimestrial year in use 
among either the Israelites or the dwellers in Mesopo- 
tamia. 

The author also assumes the observance of two cycles 
by the Hebrews,—one of forty decimestrial years, the 
other of thirty-six years of twelve months each. The 
former was in vogue as early as tlre exodus; it reveals 
itself in the frequent recurrence of the, number forty in 
the period covered by Moses, the judges, and the three 
kings of united Israel, and affords a synchronism as late 
as B. C. 768. With this theory we are not concerned, as 
the entertainment of it does not appear to have influ- 
enced the arrangement of the data. The other cycle is 
measured by eclipses (p. 179). Traces of it are discov- 
ered in the time of the divided kingdom ; the first cycle 
beginning with the “ institution of the Apis-worship” by 
Jeroboam; the second, with the first year of Omri; the 
third, with the first year of Jehu; the fourth, with the 
first year of Jehoash ; the fifth, with the twenty-seventh 
year of Jeroboam II., when Uzziah is said to have begur 
to reign over Judah. The sixth fails to form a syn- 
chronism, but the seventh begins with the fourteenth 
year of Hezekiah, when “ the sun returned ten steps on 
the dial.” The discovery of a connection between an 
eclipse of the sun and the sign given to Hezekiah would 
have force; beyond this the coincidences with the com- 
mencement of a recurring period of thirty-six.years are 
curious, nothing more. They are limited to a brief 
period, occurring neither before nor after it. If the 
biblical chronological data are authentic, any such coin- 
cidences are accidental; for the death of monarchs and 
the fall of thrones are due to historical, not to astronomi- 
cal, causes. Such coincidences are common in history, 
where the employment of eclipse-cycles is precluded. 
Examine, for example, in English annals, the events of 
the years 1291, 1327 (compared with 1328), 1899, 1435, 
1471 (when the Lancastrian Henry died, and Edward of 
York reigned supreme), and 1651, five cycles later 
(Green’s Short History, p. xiii f.). But one must ques- 
tion the existence of the coincidences indicated by the 
author; they have been obtained by forcing the biblical 
data into shape, for example, by allowing only twenty- 
one years to Ahab’s reign where the Hebrew records 
assign twenty-two, also by the daring adoption of the 
thirty-sixth year before Omri’s accession as the date of 
the “institution of the Apis-worship” in Israel, on the 
arbitrary assumption that Jeroboam was influenced in 
his choice of the fifteenth day of the month for the 
beginning of the feast which he designed to be “like 
unto the feast that is in Judah” by the desire to cele- 





* Harmony of Ancient History, and. Chronology of the Egyptians 
and Jews. By Malcoim MacDonald, A.M. 835% inches, clo 








brate his festival at the time of the new moon, although 
that feature was foreign to the Jewish feast which served 
Jeroboam as a niodel, and although the new moon would 
not annually fall on the fifteenth day of the eighth 
month. 

The work of the author is, however, best tested by the 
results obtained. At periods where these can be put to 
the proof, they are at variance with the established facts 
of history, and hence cannot be trusted for the ages in 
which they are beyond the control of records. Accord- 
ing to the author, Jehu began to reign over Israel in the 
twenty-eighth year of Shalmaneser II.; but according 
to the monuments, Jehu paid tribute to Shalmaneser IT. 
in the latter’s eighteenth year. According to the author, 
Ahaz is contemporary with Sargon and Sennacherib; 
but according to the Hebrew and Assyrian records, with 
Tiglath-pileser. According to the author, Hoshea as- 
cerided the throne of Israel twenty-five years after the 
death of Tiglath-pileser; according to the monuments, 
he was placed on the throne by the influence of Tiglath- 
pileser. According to the author, Shalmaneser IV. was 
contemporary with Pekah; according to the Hebrew 
records, he was contemporary, not with Pekah, but with 
his successor, Hoshea, According to the author, Sargon 
was another contemporary of Pekah, and had ceased to 
be king when Hoshea began to reign; according to the 
monuments, Sargon obtained the throne in the year when 
Samaria was taken; that is, at the end of Heshea’s reign. 
According ‘to the author, Hoshea’s reign falls entirely 
within the period of Sennacherib; according td the 
Hebrew records and the monuments, Hoshea had lost 
his kingdom seventeen years before Sennacherib became 
king. According to the author, the fall of Samaria syn- 
chronizes with the eleventh year of Sennacherib; accord- 
ing to the monuments, Sargon, the predecessor of 
Sennacherib, captures Samaria. According to the 
Hebrew writer, the thirty-seventh year of Jehoiachin’s 
captivity synchronizes with the accession-year of Evil- 
Merodach,—but according tothe author, the thirty- 
seventh year of Jehoiachin falls somewhere in the reign 
of Nabi-na’id, a successor the second removed from Evil- 
Merodach; and in order to harmonize the biblical data, he 
is obliged to assume two captivities of Jehoiachin, the 
years of his captivity to be reckoned from the third year of 
Jehoiakim, when, so it is assumed, Jehoiachin was carried 
to Babylon as hostage in the deportation which included 
Daniel, and released in order to be placed on the throne, 
only to be deprived of his kingdom three months later, 
and carried once more into captivity. Nor will his- 
torians be apt to accept the author’s conclusion that the 
Cyrus whom Josephus mentions as issuing a decree for 
the return of the Jews and for the rebuilding of the tem- 
ple is not Cyrus the Great whom Ezra states to have 
promulgated a similar edict, but is Xerxes, the successor 
of Darius Hystaspes. 

These inconsistencies did not, of course, escape the 
author’s notice, and he endeavors to reconcile them by 
rewriting history, as has been exhibited in one or two 
instances in the course of the foregoing remarks. But 
instead of showing that the monuments in their testi- 
mony “ agree with the history as told in the Old Testa- 
ment” (p. 18), the author produces chaos. 


The utility—or, indeed, the necessity—of good maps 
in historical study is apparent; history is half learned by 
the careful examination, without any accompanying text, 
of such maps as are contained in Freeman’s Historical 
Geography of Europe, Fisher’s Outlines of Universal 
History, or MacConn’s Historical Geography of the 
United States. A useful associate, in a sense, of the lat- 
ter, or companion to any history of England, is Dr. 
Samuel Rawson Gardiner’s new School Atlas of English 
History. The eighty-eight maps and plans are from 
various sources, and have been prepared or revised under 
the accurate eye of one of the most painstaking students 
of English history,—whose school treatise on his spe- 
cialty, for which this book is designed to be a companion, 
will be finished this season. (847 inches, cloth, plates 
88, pp. viii, 23. London and New York: Longmans, 
Green, & Co. Price, $1.50.) 

Mrs. Helen B. Harris follows up her husband’s dis- 
covery and publication of the lost Apology of Aristides 
with a very well-conceived and prettily executed book 
for general readers on the subject, In The Newly Re- 
covered Apology of Aristides, she begins by describing the 
early Christian apologies as the outcome of the contact of 
the Greek mind with Christianity. Then follows a graphic 
account of the Sinaitic monastery where Professor Harris 
found it in the Syriac version, the story of Mr. Robinson’s 


pp. Wl. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott Compaty. Price, g2.oo. "| identifying it as imbedded in a Greek religious romance, 





In two chapters the doctrine and the ethics of Aristides 
are discussed ; and the book closes with an English ver- 
sion of the work, with the omission of parts lacking 
popular interest. (745 inches, pp. vii, 114 London: 
Hodder and Stoughton. Price, 2s. 6d.) 


The sub-title of Ellen Russell Emerson’s Masks, 
Heads, and Faces, with Some Considerations Respecting 
the Rise and Development of Art, is possibly not over- 
ambitious, though it may lead readers to expect more in 
the volume than it really contains. The illustrated 
statements concerning crude portraiture among early 
peoples are interesting and suggestive; but the author. 
lacks co-ordinating and philosophic power in the 
arrangement of her materials and the deductions drawn 
therefrom concerning ancient face - representations, 
primitive dramatic action, and the relation of the two 
to the ideas of human portrayal and of divine worship. 
(86 inches, cloth, pp. xxvi, 312. Boston: Houghton, 
Mifflin, & Co. Price, $4.00.) 





LITERARY NOTES AND NEWS. 


The death of Mrs. Charles Kingsley, on December 12, 
occurs sixteen years after that of her husband. She was 
his helper in all his literary work, his adviser in every 
situation, a true friend-wife in every sense. He be- 
lieved she was dead already when he died; but she 
recovered from her severe illness to write his life ina 
very admirable way, and to continue his peculiar work 
among the poor. On his tomb she had inscribed: 
*Amavimus, amamus, amabimus’’ (“ We have loved, we do 
love, we will love’’),—the last word a prophecy of the life 
they have taken up where his death interrupted. 


The last extended literary work completed by James 
Russell Lowell was the preparation of six lectures before 
the Lowell Institute, Boston, on the, Elizabethah dra- 
matists,—a theme which, in view of the excessive eulo- 
gies from Swinburne and other contemporary writers, 
might well call for treatment by a sensible head. The 
general topic was one handled by Lowell in his first 
book, “ Conversations on Some of the Old Poets” 
(1844), and so represents nearly half a century of his 
reading and reflection. These lectures will first be 
printed in Harper’s Magazine during the present year, 


The language of the ancient Etruscans is one of the 
hardest nuts the philologist has to crack. Big books 
have been written to prove that it is Semitic, Celtic, 
Italic, Egyptian, etc. Professor Corssen labors through 
a thousand pages to prove that it stands in the Italic 


group in close kinship to Latin. Canon Isaac Taylor 


and Professor Deecks of Strassburg think they 
have shown, though in very different ways, that it is 
Turanian, and probably akin to Finnish. The problem 
is of historic interest, as its solution would help us to 
understand the place of the Etruscans in history, and 
the influence they exerted on the civilization in Rome, 
It is pretty certain that the youngest of the three origi- 
nal Roman tribes was Etruscan, that kings of that race 
were* the last who ruled‘ the city, and that the more 
superstitious element in Roman religion came from 
them. This last fact tends to confirm the view of Taylor 
and Deecks. To solve the problem, we have had thus 
far merely a number of brief inscriptions. But now 
Professor Krall of Vienna has found, in the wrappings 
of a mummy of the age of the Ptolemies, a strip of linen 
with several hundred lines of writing, which is neither 
Egyptian nor Greek. The identity of several words 
with words found in Etruscan inscriptions furnished the 
clew needed, and the philoiogists of Europe may be 
expected to occupy themselves with the attempt to 
decipher it, in the hope that this ampler document may 
be more fruitful of results. 

It is sometimes difficult for those who do not file a 
daily newspaper—or do not have a ready memory for 
dates, in using such a file—to refresh their minds con- 
cerning events too recent’ to be treated in volumes, and 
yet far enough back to be but fragmentarily mentioned 
in the magazines and weeklies. For such students of 
current history the numbers or the volunies of Public 
Opinion, of Washington, are a very convenient help; 
the bound volumes of The Nation, in late years, are use- 
ful for those who can eliminate the element of partisan- 
ship found therein; while, of course, a glance at The 
North American Review, The Forum, The Contempo- 
rary Review, The Nineteenth Century, or The Fort- 


-nightly Review, often discloses just the information that 


is needed. A new helper in this line, and one that is 
likely to prove serviceable in libraries and reading- 
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rooms, as well as in private hands, is 
The Quarterly Register of Current His- 
tory, issued (one dollar a year) by the 
Evening News Association, Detroit. Each 
number has one hundred and twenty- 
eight well-printed, double-column, octavo 
pages, proffering clearly written and in- 
telligently prepared summaries of three 
months’ doings in the United States ar- 
ranged by topics, and in other parts of 
the world arranged by countries or other } 
suggestive heads. A “record of progress” 
summarizes events in science, literature, 
art, music, drama, archeology, and reli- 
gion; and a full necrology is also pre- 
sented, the whole illustrated with process- 
cuts such as the dailies so freely proffer 
nowadays, Each number also presents 
“ special illustrations,” and accompanying 
text, of no great value. The summary 
devoted to literature is, as usual in such 
bird’s-eye views, the weakest of all. 








BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


For a few weeks only, the statement of cir- 
culation will be omitted. At this season of the 
year, when so many subscriptions expire, it is 
impossible to state accurately, at the time of 
going to-press, what number of copies will 
be required. Advertisers are free to examine 
the subscription list at any time. The advertis- 
ing rateis $1.25 per line, with discounts of from 
5 per cent on two insertions, to 40 per cent on 
an advertisement running a year, An adver- 
tiser agreeing to take a certain uniform amount 
of space (not less than three inches) in each is- 
sue for a year, or a uniform amount of space, 
weekly, for a shorter period, the wholeto amount 
to not less than one thousand dollars, may have 
such a position in the paper, regularly, as he 
may choose, so fur as tt will not conflict with 
earlier contracts with other advertisers, nor with 
the Publisher’s idea of the general make-up of 
the advertising pages. All advertising, however, 
conditioned on anappearance upon the last page, 
will be charged an advance of twenty per cent 
upon the regular rates. 





A Good Reputation.— Brown’s Bronchial 
Troches” have been before the public many 
years, and are everywhere acknowledged to 
be the best remedy for all throat troubles. 
They quickly relieve coughs? sore-throat, and 
bronchial affections. Price, 25 cents. For 
sale everywhere, and only in boxes. 


SPECIAL NOTICES. 


Van Houten's Cocoa.—Thestandard of the world. 





“It deserves a gece im every Christian 
family.”—Dr. MARCUS DODS. 


It tells the story in sim- 
ple language, scarcely 
pet how big tape of the 

ospel, but fillingin with 

The Carpenter local color and desert 


tions of details of life in 
of Nazareth. Palestine in the time of 


Christ. 


“T think the idea of this 
book-—-the aim and inten- 
tion—excellent, and the 
execution beautiful.” 
Professor A. B. BRUCE, 


*,* Regular price, $1.50. Supplied to clergymen and 
teachers at $1.20, net, 12 cents extra for postage. 


CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS, 


743-745 Broadway, New York. 


INFANT-CLASS WORK. 

THE KINDERGARTEN MAGAZINE gives 
regular typical Primary Sunday-school Les- 
sous according to the teachings of Froebel. 
It is devoted exclusively to Child Culture, 
giving special every-day helps for mothers 
with young children. One year, $1.50. Three 
months’ trial, 30cents. KINDERGARTEN Pus. 
Co., 277 Madison Street, Chicago. 


A Pointer for Teachers. 


Send your address and number of Scholars 
in your wr a copy for each will be 
aad you FR of the only Sunday School 

‘aper printed ENTIRELY IN OOLORS. ns 
for a2 by Farra Latmuxn. Lessons ilius- 
trated In coLors by special artists. Address; 


LiTTLe Foixs PAPER. Avaany N. Y. 


\) ¢w Books for Sanday-school Libraries. 
4. Our“ American Reformers” Series,— 
Wendell Phillips, Horace Greeley, Lincoln, Garrison, 

owe, Dodge, etc. I2neat vols. Cloth. Send forcir- 


cular. Funk and Wagnalis Co., Astor Pl., N.Y. 





By A LAYMAN. 








12mo, 498 pages. 

















Tee BEST GIFT for YOUNG P c. 
HE CHRISTMAS WIDE AWAKE, } td 
ted pages. A magnificent number! Mailed to an 
address on receipt of 29 cents and this advertisemen 
D. LOTHEROP CO., Boston. 
wiinilphialiisiilaipeciiagimanenie “ 
ALTER GRAHAM, Statesman. A 
istorical and political romances ; - 


A CHOICE 


Friendship 


is attractive. 


Part I. treats 


the realms of 


A second 
already been 


A book on the Nature and History of Friendship, and its Place 
in the World's Forces. 


ment in this book is as fresh and thorough as it 


friendship has been a more potent factor in the 
world’s forces than any other sentiment or pas- 
sion, not excepting ambition, avarice, or love; and 
the proofs of this thesis are presented in detail. 


ship. ‘Part II. gives examples of Friendship in 
History, including all the great epoch-makers in 


struggle for civil liberty, philosophy, and poetry. 


“A remarkable book which ought to take a superior place in 
American literature. c 
know how comprehensive, vigorous, lucid, original, practical, and 
engaging, is the treatment of varied themes by Dr. Trumbull in its 
editorials and editorial paragraphs. 
hibited on every page of this volume. . 
enriched with incidents from human life in all ages and many of 
the best words of the literature of many nations, is exceedingly 
captivating and profitable.""— Christian /ntelligencer (New York). 


This work ot 413 pages, richly bound in cloth and enclosed in a box, is 
well suited for a gift-book. Price, $3.00. For sale by booksellers, or sent, 
* 6 > postpaid, by the publisher, 


JOHN D. WATTLES, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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GIFT FOR YOUR FRIEND. 








By H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 


is a theme of the ages. Its treat- 


The claim is boidly made that 


of the Nature and Scope of Friend- 
royalty, heroism, religious progress, 
The readers of The Sunday School Times 


The same qualities are ex- 
. . The glowing argument, 


edition of this popular book has 
called for. 





(Pocket 


eents each. Bound in fine leather, fifty cents; 
JOHN D. WATTLES, PusiisHeEr, 


The International Lessons. 


Every teacher should have the pocket edition of the International Sunday-school lessons, 
with both the Common and the Revised Version given in full on opposite pages. A little book 
(244 inches) containing all the lessons of the year, and 52 blank pages for notes. 
on thin, tough paper, and neatly bound in cloth, with side stamp in color and gold. Just the 
thing for those who wish to look over the lesson at odd minutes. 
teachers or scholars at Christmas, Single copy, by mail, twenty-five cents; five or more, twenty 


EDUCATIONAL. 





ey CONSERVATORY 
- veane Fal ELTEN asectere 
ard Bysxomnty treprction ts si sereraue 


of Music, the ine Arts, etc., at ble 
rates. A Safe FY omfort ble iy 3 
be? Fuplis. pecial Vv sions or ' 
'e!p offered to prospective pupils who are needy a 
plone and who can furnish satisfactory references. 
or full informatien_address. ‘F ak WW. ‘Hale, 
Gen’i Manager, Franklin 8q., Boston. 


PENNSYLVANIA Xtibens. 
ACAD ¥. 
CHESTER, Pa. 30th year. Winter ins Jan, 6, 1892, 
A MILITARY COLL gE 

Civil Engineering, Chemistry, Architecture, Arta 
Thoroughly organized Preparatory Courses, 
Circulars of Col. C. E. Hyatt, Pres. 


Founded by ERVA Tourjee. 
Ne MUSI CaRL FAELTEN, Director. 
Music, art, Janguesre, elocution, and taun- 
img taught by eminent instructors. Through the 
GENEROSITY of one who believes in thorough 
musical education, we are able to make this LI 
ERAL OFFER: To the peteon under 35 years of 
e, who will forward to us fn writing, before Feb, 15, 
1892, the three most satisfactory reasons Why he or she 
is deserving of the privilege, we will give free tul- 
tion for the 4th term of the present school year, be- 
ginning April 14, with beard, room, an iano 
rent in any department of this institutfon. © suc 
cessful applicant will also be eligible for re-election 
for the ensuing year. Answers must bebrief. Address 
FRANK . HALE, General Manager, 
Franklin Square, Boston, Mans. 


DO NOT STAMMER. 


Endorsed by Postmaster-General ‘Wanamaker, and 
George W. Childs, proprtasee Philadelphia r. 
Can refer also to John Db. Wattles, publisher of The 
Sunday School Times. 

Send for 54-page pamphlet to E. 8. JOH NSTON’S 
Institute, 10 pring Garden Street, Philadel+ 
phia, Pa. 


STAMMERINC. 
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Send for “Speech Defeets, Their Causes and Cor- 
—. Refer to Philip 8. Maxon, D.D., Boston, 


ass, EK. J. KE. Tuorr®r, Newton Centre, Mass. 





DO YOU STAMMER? yok’ shits 
of Oratory, and for cure of stammering and vocal 


impediments, Correspondence invited, Principal 
George R. Phillips, 114 W. 14th 8t., New York City, 


OSTON STAMMERING INSTITUTE and 
TRAINING-SCHOOL. Always open. Rich 
and poor welcome. 41 Tremont Street, Boston, Mass. 


HOLY LAND TOUR, $475. 

A select party sails Feb. 6 and March 9. Month 
excursion to Italy $380. Best ticketing facilities, Sen 
for * Tourist Gazette.” Programs now ready for 1 
excursions to Burope, 

H. GAZE & SONS, 940 Broadway, N. Y, (ist. 1944.) 
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‘ NEW-BOOKS 


The Young Pianists Guide. 
A collection of Sonatinas and other pieces of Standard value, 








Edition.) 


It is printed 
Choice enough for a gift to 


five or more, forty cents each. 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 





Tie ART AMATEUR, 


PRACTICAL ART MAGAZINE, 


ES 

SUPERB COL- 

ORED STUDIES FOR 
AND PICTURES, including 
Roses, Water. Lilies, Peaches 
and Grapes, Moonlight Ma- 
Trine, Landscapes, Dog, Cats 

e 


Meeting, Swallows, Female 
: Portrait, Study in three pro- 

gressive . [ progressive lessons*in oils 

and water-colors are a epenral feature for 1892.) 

& 8 MOS. SUBSCRIPTION 
Beginning with any month. 
Inordertosecurethis most |iberaloffer(the ordinary 
price for all it includes is $2.75) you must cnt out 
this (8.8,T.) adv.,and eend it direct to the publisher, 
MONTAGUE MARK . 
23 2% Union ~ New bg 


Illustrated Catalogue of over 100 st 
sample copy and 3 colored plates, 25 cents. 













F you wish to advertise an thin ; any where at any 
time write to GE@ P. ROWELL & CO., No. 
Spruce St., New York. 





} yg af one in need of information on the subject 
: of advertising will do well to obtain a copy of 
* Book for Advertisers,” 368 pages, price one dollar. 
Mailed, Leper; et mag on receipt of price. Containsa 
careful comet tion from the American Newspaper Di- 
rectory of all the best papers and class journals; gives 
the circulation rating of every one, and a good deal of 
information about rates and other matters pertainin 
to the busi of advertising. Address ROWF UL’ 
ADVERTISING BUREAU, 10 Spruce St., N. Y. 


BUSHNELL’ 
Perfect Letter Copyi & Books 
the 


Are known and used all aroun world. No Press 

Required. Useany good copying-ink. Note size, $1.00. 

Letter size.$1.30, Sent by mail on receipt of price. 
Alvah Bushnell. 47 S. 4th St., Phila., Pa. 


GENUINE “OXFORD” 


TEACHERS’ BIBLES. 
ag Send for conenapeee. 
THOS. NELSON & SON 5, 83 E. 17th Street, New York. 


Our catalogue of Sunday- 
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Sent Free. joie Wan 


132 Naesau Street, New 


Bible Studies for '92, 


from the Old and New Testaments, covering the In- 
ternational Sunday-school lessons for 1891, 


Geo. F. Pentecost, D.D. 


“Dr. Pentecost always throws his whole soul into 
the work he undertakes.” — Christian Ingutrer. 


12mo. Cloth. 416 pages. Price, $1.00, 


For sale by booksellers. Special rates to clubs, and 
special rates for former volumes, Sent, postpaid, on 
receipt of price, by 


A. S. BARNES & CO., Publishers, 
751 Broadway, New York. 


By Hon. JoHn WaANAMAKER, 
3,000 of which are in use at 
Bethany School, may be had by 
any one desiring to have the best 


book ever made for Sunday- 


school and week-night meetings. 
Price, 50c., by mail; 80 per d 


leading gradually up to the easier Sonatas of Mozart, —— 
etc. ompiled, thoroughly phrased and cogered. by e 
SCHNEIDER. Sheet music size pages, bound in boards. 

Price, $1.25 by mail, 

Calisthenic Eawercises and Marches 
with Pleasing Drill Songs and Music, for Schools, Col 
Private Entertainments end Pablic Exhibitions, Prepared by 
FRANK L. BRISTOW, Price, so cents by mail, 

Guitar Chords, | Chords Pe the Banjo. 

A collection of Chords in the ony oy Major and Minor Keys, 
intended for those who have not the time to take lessons. 
Prepared by F.W.WESSENBERG. Price of each, socts. by mail. 

Modet Practice Lessons, 

A thoroughly Graded Elementary Course, selected from “The 

Reperteire,"’ by Dk. GEO, F. ROOT. Price, asets. by mail, 
His Fortune. 

A new secular Cantata for Schools, Societies and Public En- 
tertainments. Arranged by MAGGIE RICE. Price joc, by mail, 
Ideal Four Hand Album, 

Compiled from the best works of Wagner, Jambor, Grieg 
Gem, Jadassohn, Handel, Alfoldi, Saint Saens, etc. Edite 
by J.0.V, PROCHAZA. Bound in boards. Price $1.00 by mail, 

The Musical Visitor. 
a Monthly Journal of Music for Choirs and Organists. Price, 
$1.50 per year. Single copies 15 cents. 
——PUBLISHED BY—— 

The JOHN CHURCH CO., Cincinnati, 0. 

Reot & Sone Music Co.. The Joh 


he John Chu Con 
200 Wabash Ave,, Chicago. 33 E. 16th St., New York. 





THE NEW SONG BOOK. 


GOSPEL HYMNS, No. 6. 


By SANKEY, McGRANAHAN, and STEBBINS. 


Believed by many to be the best of the series, 
Sent by mail ou receipt of 35 cents. 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR EDITION 


OF GOSPEL HYMNS, No. 6. 


Contains 16 pages more than regular edition, 
Sent by mail on receipt of 40 cents. 


The John Church Co. ) 1 The Biglow & Main Co. 


74 W. 4th St., Cincinnati, | 76 E. 9th St., New York. 
13 E. 16th St., New York. | 81 Randolph St., Chicago. 


HOIRS WILL LIKE IT. 


A od Sa ie eo on es Rd oe paq 
" mple cop cen men b 
Address, THE W. W. WHITNEY CO., Toledo, 0. 











JOHN J. HOOD, eitrtn ss. 


“ SHELLEY'S JEWELS.” ‘A series of religious 


and moral cards for 
general distribution. By mail, 40 cents per 100, as- 


sorted ; $3.00 per 1,000. 12 College Place, New York. 
GOLDEN 








The Pilgrim Gelden Text 

1 cent Beok costs only 2% cents per 100 

+. copies; 14 cents extra for postage, 
BOOK. if sent by mail. Order from 


Cong’18.8.& Publishing Society, Boston and Chicago. 





Primary Exercises for Sunday-Schools. 
Indorsed by Brooklyn Sunday-school Union. 
re, 10 cents per copy. 
WARD 4&4 DEUMMOND, New York City. 














DIXON? S sass cit PENCILS 
FR ne BH : poate. 








sg ‘Thelargest 
7 0 000 periodical he Ae 
4 patie. Ladies’ moma sous 
ouse te copies 
CURTIS TUBLIDEING CO” Philadelphia Pa” 


Tymes, and send 1 Ge. in stamps to Joseph Dixvs Orucible Com 
pany, Jersey City, N,J., for samples worth 
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_ PUBLISHER'S DEPARTMENT. 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES is published week'y 
atthe following rates, for either old or new subsacrib- 
These rates include e: 


I Wis OIRO GIy isache saris sndmecimccencbecsttnesonss ood $1.50 | 


Onecopy, five years, full payment in advance... 5.00 


TO MINISTERS, Missionaries, and Theological Stu | 


dents, $1.00 a year, or 4.00 for five years, full payment 
in advance. 


SCHOOL CLUBS. 





_ THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES.’ 


(Vol. XXXIV. No. 2° 








Before the cause of con- 
sumption was known (that 
was only a few years ago) 
we did not know how Scott's 
Emulsion of cod-liver oil did 





Any school or any set of teachers, or of scholars, | 


will Seon plied with as many copies as may be de- 
sired, at the following yearly club rates: 

For any number of copies (more than one) mailed 
to judividual addresses, $1.00 each. 

For five or more copies in a pack 
Hcentseach. A package thus sent is addressed to 
one person only, and no names can be written or 
Pie pa L the "seperate papers 

The foraclub may be ordered sent partly 

oy addresses at $1.00 each, and partly ina 
to one address, at 50 cents each, when so de- 


eto one address, 


Tne papers fora club should all go to one post-office, 
although in cases where a portion of the teachers ofa 
school get their mall matter from - = post-office, and 
others in the same school get thelfs from another, 
the ampere will be sent accordingly. ‘Ibis applies to 
om e clubs, at the fifty-cent rate, to the extent that 

any So may be divided into packages of five or 
more, if desired 


FREE copies. One free copy, additional, will be 
allowed for every ten copies paid for !: aclub ofeither 
character, The free copies for kage clubs cannot 
well be sent separately, but wil) be Included in the 


PXdditions may be made at any time to a club—such 
additional subscriptions to expire at the same time 
with the club as originally ordered, and the rate to 
a be the proportionate share of the yearly club rate. 
Schools that are open during only a portion of the 
ear, may subscribe at club rates for such a length of 
me as the papers may be required. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS. Subscribers to whom the 
b ye ed is mailed, separately, at the rate of $1.50 or $1.00 

Sree. may have the address changed at any time 
se thont charge. Members of package clubs do not 

ave this privilege, but any such may have his paper 
poanees om the package to an individual address, 

y paying fifty cents, the difference in the price of the 
two classes o subscriptions, or may order an extra 
copy of the paper sent to a vacation address, at the 

of three cents a week for a short term, or twenty- 
five cents for three months. 

Subscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name, not only the post- 
office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent, All addresses should include 
both county and state. 

If a club subscription is renewed by some other per- 
son than the one who sent the previous subscription, 
such person will oblige the publisher by stating that 
the club he subscribes for takes the place of the one 
FOrMed LAAt VERT DY ..........ccccccsecsceesreseneserenees 

The paper will not be sent to any subscriber beyond 
the time paid for, unless by special request. The pa- 
pers for a club will invariably be discontinued at the 
expiration of the subscription. 
therefore be made early 

Enough coptes of an 
able all the teachers of a school to exam 
sent free, upon application. 


Renewals should 


one issue of the paper oo 
ne it, W 





FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 


nee Sunday School Times will be sent to any of the 
cones embraced in the Universal Postal Union at 
Howling rates, which ipoluge past 

one copy, one year, sahil 

‘T'wo or more copies, one year, 

To ministers and missionaries, 

for one or more copies, 6 shillings each. 

fo secure the above rates for two or more copies, the 
papers must be ordered at one time, and they will be 
sent either singly to the Individual addresses, or in a 
pacrece to one address, whichever may be preferred 

y the subscribers, 

For Great Britain, Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton, 
27 Paternoster Row, London, E. C., will receive yearly 
or half-yearly subse riptions at the above rates, the 
paper to be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the 
subscribers. 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
1031 Walnut Street, P hiladelphia, 
P. O. Box 1550. 
— —— 


GOLD MEDAL, PARIS, 1873. 
W. BAKER & 00.8 


Breakfast Cocoa 


from which the excess of oil 
has been removed, 
Is absolutely pure and 
4t is soluble. 


J 

No Chemicals 
are used in ite preparation. It 
has more than three times the 
strength of Cocoa mixed with 
Starch, Arrowroot or Sugar, 
and is therefore far more eco- 
nomical, costing less than one 
centacup. Itis delicious, nour- 
ishing, etrengthening, BasILy 
DIGESTED, and admirably adapted for invalids 
as well as for persons in health. 


Sold by Grocers cers everywhere. 
_W. BAKER & CO., Dorchester, Mass. 


INSTANTANEOUS CHOCOLATE. 


© trouble, no boiling, always ready. Put up in 1 h 
un came at 7c, STEPHEN F. WHITMAN & SON 
inventors and only imenafectarers, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Havca Son ea qj 
WATTS oe" VIOLET) 


Positively cures Chapped Skin, 
Lape. and all roughness caused by 
ng impure Soaps, Cold Wind or 
Sunburn. Lillie Langtry, Mrs. Pot- ) 
ter, Ellen Terry and Marion Harland 3 
use and recommend it. On sale at all 
Groggiets or by mall, cts. 10 N. Broap St., PHIL«. 


Gahillings each, 



























RUPTURE cine 





Aguructive on, 
Extremely low price. 
WALL | ERM 2235 samples sent for 


Bie. arcll AL OIABENT a CO. oy arket Ketss 





so much good in consumption 
and in the conditions that 
lead to consumption, 


The explanation is inter- 
esting. We send it free in 
a book on CAREFUL LIVING. 


ee eo Bowne, Chemists, 132 South sth Avenue, 
Your druggist keeps Scott’s Emulsion of cod-liver 
oll—all druggists everywhere do, 41, 








DO NOT BE DECEIVED 


with Pastes, Enamels, and Paints which stain the 
hands, injure the tron, and burn off. This Polish is 
Brilliant, Odorless, Durable, and the consumer pays 
for no tin or glass package with every purchase. 

ta who 


SELL MUSIC S332 


scribers for Woodward's Musical ymin Send four , 
cents,and receive samplecopy with sive complete pieces” 
of latest vocal and instrumental music. Address, 
pe artment 8. WOODWARD’S MUSICAL 
NTMLY, 843 Broadway, New York. 














We > will pay sa 
egg tn ae 





r By Mail, postpaid 
Reivetes and 


We alee oma EACH |“ beautifully illustrated 
and other correct descriptive Cata- 
by Freight and free. | "“ Free. Address 






















FOR THE 


PToe ty. 


DELIGHTFUL, 
REFRESHING, 
BENEFICIAL. 


DELiciousLY FLavorED. 


ALL Bruaaists. 
=— = PRICE 25 CENTS. 


PUT UP BY 


E,W. HOYT & CO., 


COWELL, MASS 


“$10. 00 REWARD 


For any agent who will work 6 days with our 
new book, “ Heart’s Delight,” and not clear 
$25.00. It’s a volifme of the latest vocal 
and instrumental music. Nearly 500 pages ; 
size, 10X12 inches; 32 lithograph pictures. 
Price, only $3.00. Same music in sheet form 
would cost at wholesale at least $30.00. Outfit 
free, on — of 30 cents to pay postage. 
Quick reply will make money for you. Address, 


H. J. SMITH & CO., BBiadcinnie, Pa. 


Normandie 
Plushes 


Direct from the Mills. 

For i = DRESS 
NGS. 

SPECIAL MERIT ly oe 


broidery, and all kinds hihets 
Work, ‘Send 10c. for 























¢o TREXEVILLE urs. 60.290 Grant Ave. Manville,R.1. 


NOMY 


E Cc LTH. are wanted 
to sell Ln 4 iad Vow M = = Hatt 


buy a $100 poet - when ei 

urchase a = one. Send for illus- 
av e and terms to county 
ress, N. Typewriter 










me Mass. 





HILL’S MANUAL Fer. sco 

Form Book 
Standard in Social and Business Life. New edition. 
(July, 


r ricees ask any Book Agent, or write 
st pane £00 ee; State Street, Chicago. 
“Opportunit ady and Gentlemen canvassers. 





NOVELTIES accents 


Convertible Wire Baskets, Handy Button, Self- 
threading Needle & many others. Catalog sent free 
D. Cass@REEN MFse. Co,, 134 Van Buren 5t., c hicago. 
ad Sacred Pictures” is a grand 
success! Large quarto, 9X10in , 384 
uges, 379 elegant pictures. Prices, $1.75 1o.$2.75. 
Raciest seller on earth. Exclusive territory, liberal 
terms, freight paid; illustrated circular free. 
Keystone P Pub. - Co., ¢ 236 8. 8 8th | 8t., , Phila., Pa. 


Profitable Employment | to Teachers, 
students, and other energetic persons. Get our terms 
on religious books and Bibles before engaging else- 
where. John C. Winston&Co.. Phila.,Pa.,or Chicago,I1). 





JOS. H. BLACK, SON re imag 
Village Nurseries, Hightstown,N J. 
This is the most bese. 
ee ora 

ENTIRELY FREE 

r customers of 1892. If you are interested 
Y YOU ever 
Ww: 

‘cout N. Puadelon hia, 

Pratt Trees"—Free. ‘Amer. 
arden says: Novel, USEFUL, tothe point. Orange Judd 
Farmer: Ably w itten; gives trusty INFORMATION. Cai. BY 
ry,Plum,PRUNE,Peach,Ap’t,Quince,Nut,Or. Trees, Grafts, 
ROBES—everyth + fae No larger stock in U.8. No BETTER 


iG pend a for. gata ethene 

920 eee LAST @ BEAR like WHOLE) 
T Trees; see “Fruits andy 

Fruit Grower: Surprising LOW prices! Apple, Pear,Cher- 
+ Pag r. STA ROS., 8t.. Louisiana, 


cunded 1820; OLDEST 1000 Acres; LARGEST N 





AGENTS oirhotrpsy BOOKS. 
Splendid terms to workers. Send for illustra- 


ted circulars to American Publishing Co., 
Hartford, Conn., Boston, St. Louis, or Cincinnati, 


PAYING THING for A, is our PHOTO. 
GRAPH FAMILY RD PICTURE. 
We give you liberal terms. Address Dept. 8. 








produce, and are warranted. 


ing merit. 


ex 


BRONCHITIS, DYS 


asoimitated, ’ ell me of Pha 
regular practice 








©. P, pa a tl 5614 58 Jefferson On, Saeeane 


Seeds 
And produce strong, thrifty plants and these i develop into the choicest 


vegetables and most beautiful flowers after their kin 
only for vitality, but also for trueness to type; each variety is maintained in purity ‘and, 


Burpee’s Seeds are tested, no 


many are improved by constant and intelligent selection, so that we can honestly state 
APBURPEE’S SEEDS are THE BEST, the VERY BEST it is possible to 


Do you want such seeds? If so write to-day for 
BURPEE’S FARM ANNUAL for 1892, which gives honest deseriptions, faith- 


iT Pfully illustrated, of all the best seeds, pincluding Burpee’s Bush Lima and other rare novelties of surpass- 
Every a farmer and gardener should read it. Free % all who intend to purchase. 


hia, Pa. 


MAGEE’S EMULSION i: COD — 


IN COMBINATION Syrup of 


‘ny be Soda,} 


BLE REMEDY FOR 


PULMONARY irae COUG YSPEP, SOROFULA em OIL 


LIVER 


ENERAL DEBILITY. 
easil 


THE BEST EMULSION IN THE MARKET. 
“aio tac woorwen, MAGEE EMULSION CO., MMinf'rs, Sonouriedist 





WORTH REPEATING. 


SHARING. 


[By Lucy Larcom.] 





I said it in the mountain path, 
I say it on the mountain stairs; 
The best things any mortal hath 
Are those which every mortal shares. 


The grass is softer to my tread, 

For rest it yields unnumbered feet ; 
Sweeter to me the wild rose red, 

Because it makes the whole world sweet. 





THE CATHOLIC CHRISTIAN. 


[From “ Order and oy A, the Rey. J. Llewelyn 


Instead of regarding the many churches 
of Christendom as the fragments which 
show that the Catholic Church has been 
broken to pieces, as the ruins of the one 
temple of God, of the one city of God, we 
shall see in their variety a proof that the 
Catholic Church which each of them aims 
at representing is something more com- 
[ewe ges and more spiritual than the 

est of them. They may encourage us as 
prophecies of a greater unity yet to be 
realized, instead of depressing us as me- 
morials of a unity that has been lost, 
Members of each religious communion, if 
they are thus pets j may go on repeat: 
ing more earnestly than ever their belief 
in the Holy Catholic Church as the hidden 
spiritual structure which binds them all 
together, and which has in each a more or 
less inadequate expression. And the way 
to the more glorious unity of the future 
will be not so much through attempts to 
create a complete and exclusive church by 
mutual concessions and compromises, but 
through a growing loyalty of each believer 
and each body of believers to the unseen 
Head. 

We may leave in God’s hands the work 
of building up universal mankind into the 
universal church of his Son, that he may 
accomplish it in his own manner and his 
own time, bending ourselves for our part 
to the fulfilment of the clear duty of en- 
deavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit 
in obedience to Christ. We of the English 
Charch shall justify with a clear conscience 
our traditional tolerance of anomalies, so 
long as they do not choke spiritual life ; 
and shall be careful not to cast away, in 
the craving for outward regularity, any 
historical element which may be the 
means of enabling us to perform ‘more 
effectively our appointed share of the 
great Divine operation, 

If, with the faith of Catholic Christians, 
we believe in Christ as the bead of all 
mankind, it will be impossible that we 
should not see in this relation the most 
comprehensive and the most authoritative 
ofhuman bonds. Itisin theChurch Catho- 
lic—tbhat is, in the whele human race 
acknowledging its true head—that the 
proper unity of mankind consists and is 
explained, This unity is always getting 
itself confessed by all men, whatever their 
faith may be, That men are in some Way 
bound together, that to any man nothing 
that is human is altogether alien, is a creed 
which nature teaches, and which forms 
the ground of all good and humane effort. 

It is one of the chief lessons set to this 
generation, to learn the brotherly obliga- 
tions of nation to nation, of the civilized 
to the uncivilized, of all men to all men. 
The worshiper of evolution will see in 
this comprehensive humanity only a wider 
extension of those tribal feelings and hab- 
its which grow out of the discovery that 
each man is stronger and happier when 
he joins himself with others than when he 
stands alone. The course of things, the 
evolutionist observes, is teaching men that 
a nation had better not be quarrelsome in 
dealing with other nations, any more than 
clansman with clansman. The growth of 
international sympathies, he holds, will by 
degrees myake the strong civilized race dis- 
like taking advantage of the weak and 
uncivilized, Others, whilst they recognize 
no headship of mankind, will yet use, and 
feel warranted in using, the language of 
obligation; will speak of right and wrong 
as well as of evolved feelings, with regard 
to the action of the strong towards the 
weak. They find in themselves an ac- 
knowledgment of what is right and best 
in relations and behavior; there are ideas 
of justice and of duty and of mutual regard 
in the air which speak to them with au- 
thority, and the dictates of which are 
confirmed by contemplation and experi- 
ence; and they will not only act upon 
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these themselves, but they will perempto- 
rily call on fellow-men to act upon them 
also. They will maintain that it is a 
shame for the strong to oppress the weak, 
for the knowing to circumvent the simple, 
in Africa or in Asia, as well as in Englan 

or the United States. And there is no 
known worshiper of evolution -who does 
not allow himself to be drawn beyond the 
range of his proper observations into the 
admissions and appeals of those who thus 
a the ideas of righteousness and 


“The ‘Catholic Christian goes the whole 
length of their roads, both with the wor- 
shiper of evolution and with the worshiper 
of moral ideas. He recognizes with devout 
reverence that the Father of men is Jead- 
ing mankind by the evolutionary processes 
of his providence into the ways of univer- 
sal concord. The ideas of justice and 
goodwill, of reciprocal obligations, of the 
embracing of every human being within 
the bonds of humanity, are to him also in 
the air. They are not only in the air, be- 
cause he knows how they come there, and 
understands the authority which ‘they 
claim; and he adores them as the attrib- 
utes of the Father who has exalted the 
Divine Son of man to be the Head of his 
body, the Church; but they are in, the 
air, being the very Breath of God, what 
the Christian names the Spirit of the 
Father and the Son, of which we have all 
been made to drink. Whoever confesses 
the authority of righteousnesqand love, 
must needs be thought of ih i Catholic 
Christian as a fellow- peer f his God. 





We should like to give a 
new chimney for every one 
that breaks in use. 

We sell to the wholesale 
dealer; he to the retail dealer; 
and he to you. 

It is a little awkward to 
guarantee our chimneys at 
three removes from you. 

We'll give you this hint. 
Not one in a hundred breaks 
from heat; there is almost no 
risk in guaranteeing them. 

alk with your dealer about it. 
It would be a good advertise- 
ment for him. 

‘Pearl top’ and ‘pearl glass,’ 


our trade-marks—tough glass 
Pittsburg. GEO. A. MACBETH & Co. 





THE 





Most popular and sensible SUSPENDER. 
Explanations of its make-up do not satisfy. 
A trial convinces any reasonableman. Send 
for our circular, telling how you can get it. 
Chester Suspender Co.,20 Decatur Av., Roxbury, Mass. 


We Cut Down 


. the price of Washing Powder from 1 cts rn Been t0 Oi ct0. @ pound, 





Gold Dust 
Washing Powder 


The daily cleaning and weekly washing can be 
Has Done It. pes 7th done by Gold Dust Washing Pow- 


der than with ANY Soap or other 
Washing Powder, and at less than One Half the Cost. 


Your grocer will sell you a package—4 pounds—for 25 cents. 
N. K. FAIRBANK & CO., Sole Manufacturers, 


. CHICAGO, ST. LOUIS, NEW YORK, PHILADELPHIA, BOSTON, 
BALTIMORE, NEW ORLEANS, SAN FRANCISCO, 
PORTLAND, ME., PORTLAND, ORE., PITTSBURGH AND MILWAUKEE. 


For, Scholars. 


The Scholar’s Magazine. 32 page monthly publication, containing wholesome home read- 
ing for the scholars; also the International Sunday-school lessons. It embodies a new idea in Sunday- 
school literature, and is meeting with a hearty welcome. Subscription price : Twenty-five cents a year ; 
for five or more copies, in a package to one address, one tent each per month, or twelve cents per year. 
Specimen copies free. ~ 

The Scholar’s Lesson Guide. Issued quarterly. 16 pages. A brief help to the study of the 
International Sunday-school lessons, In the preparation of this quarterly, the aim has been to present 
a brief and simple plan of lesson study which the scholar would undertake, rather than a complicated 
one which he would let alone. It is prepared by a skilled worker at lesson-helps. It is cheaper, even, 
than Lesson Leaves, Five or more copies, in a package to one address, one cent each per quarter; four 
eents each per year. Specimen copies free. 














JOHN D. WATTLES, PusuisHER, 1031 Walnut Street, ein, Pa. 
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EVER READY DRESS STAY 





Will Kot 
Cut 





See Name “EVER BEADYX’’ on Back of Each Stay. 


Acknowledged the BEST DRESS STAY On the Market 


Made with Gutta Percha on beth sides of stee] and warranted water-proof. All other stays are 
made differently and will rust. Beware of Imitations. Take none but the ‘‘Ever Ready.”’ 


Manufactured by the YPSILANTI DRESS STAY MFC. CO., Ypsilanti, Mioh. 


‘ FOR SALE BY ALL, JOBBERS AND RETAILERS. 
PECIAL } MODEL DRESS STEEL OO., 74 Grand S8t., New Yor 
DEPOTS. t BROWN & METZNER, 535 Market Street. San Franclaoo 














“ HARTMAN’S MILLION” ; 
may not be a familiar tpeuaten to you, but you 
have seen the mat, and know it is beat,’ -that’s 
why we have sold over half a million of them, 

9 per cent of all the wire mats in America bear 
trademark ‘‘ Hartman. 

HARTMAN MFG. CO., works, Beaver Falls, Pa. 
Branches: 102 Chambers St., New York; 508 State St., 

Chicago ; 51 and 58 8, Forsyth St., Atlanta, Ga, 
Our Mats have brass tag attached stamped “ Hartman.” 











Catalogue and testimonials mailed free. 








What to make with 
EUREKA SILK. 


1892 Edition, . —argest 
Latest and Best of 


the kind pesiignes. Sent 


on receipt of 8 cents in 


stamps. 
EUREKA SILK CO., 
40 Summer St., Boston. 


by return mail, full de- 
scriptive circulars of 
and Be 4 pppoe 


FAILOR a 











te svetEMs 
cop ted by PROF. D.W. MOODY. Be- 
ware of imitations. Any lady of ordi- 
nary pry oT can easily and —-- 
ly learn to Cutand make any 
in Sey A-2 any measure, Er iadies’ 
Garments geese 


poy ee 





ego tn s Save discomfort and 
Ill — ist free. 
ENHOSE: OMPANY, Boston, Mass. 


O’NEILLS, it 


6th Avene, 20th toe 2ist Street, ‘mew York. 
Lar rtersand dealers ia Dry Goods, Millinery, 
ete. thet nited States. Send for samplesand prices 


JAMES McCREERY & CO., 


derning: 

















CHURCH FURNISHINGS. 
AND STEREOPTICONS 
of object teaching for 

— 4 est esine ti tea aoe, 
ol usemen ntertainmen 

f one and Pe br C7 Church wrch ‘Enteriainments, Public Exbibt 

on strane proj e iness for 
at PAY WELL. oes mete wt Ss 


= A ~- ship a para of the wor. If you SE Bnew lew 0 Ste how to conduct Parlor 
Baiartalamente, for pleasore, or Public Exhibitions, for MAKIN ONES’ 


ete., ING 
McALLISTER. ie Ome EA GE BOON CREE 






























We are Manufacturers of ,Im- 
porters and Dealers in 


STEREOPTICONS, 


MAGIC LANTERNS. 
GAS MAKING APPARATUS, 


50,000 Lantern Slides in Stock. 
Lantern Slides to order. 


LEADING 





McINTOSH 
Battery & Optical Co., 
CHICAGO, ILL, 
tH Mention this paper. 








Warre ron Cara.osvs. 


Ore TILE and SHINGLES of 
high-grade tin or copper, for churches, resi- 
dences, etc. Coote Sw for towers, mansards, 
goles, and belt-co Boy Circulars free. 

ROSS METAL & SHIRG E COo., Camden, N. J. 











Church, Lodge, 
Parlor, 


Sensible Mothers 2:22 











Importers and Dealers in Pine Dry Goods, . 


Broadway, Cer. Eleventh &t., New York. 
' 





AMERICAN FIRE 


INSURANCE COMPANY. 
OFFICE, COMPANY'S BUILDING, 
308 and 310 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 






CASH CAPITAT.,... 
Reserve for Rein an 

all other claimas.................:.000 1,094,685.25 
Surplus over all Liabilities, shendb 455,708.82 


TOTAL ASSETS, JAN. 1, 1801. 
$2,950,394.07. 


THOS. H. MONTGOMERY, President. 
CHAS. P. ROT, Vice-President. 
RICHARD MARIS, Sec. and Treas. 
JAMES B. YOUNG, Actuary. 


DIRECTORS: 

Thos. H. Montgomery, Charles P. Perot, 
Israel Morris Jos. K. Gillingham, 
Pemberton 8, Hutchinson, Samuel Welsh, 
Alexander Biddle, Charles 8. Whelen, 
Edward F. Beale, = 





Our Book on 
Investments 


we shall cheerfully send 
you, free. 

We feel qualified to give 
such information because 
we have, for years, made 
a specialty of invest- 
ments for colleges, estates, 
trustees, and others, with 
whom safely is the first 


consideration. 


The Provident 
Trust Co.rxatne: 


FARMS, AND HOMES 
mOLD VIhGAN: 0 
— EO APPIN £00, Hack orm. 


"OVER 350,000 acres of Choice Farm Lands, Fath 
ure of crops nevet known. Besta!l-the-year climateia 
the world. So ted toall kindsof farming. Plenty 
of water. rices, and upusually liberal terms. 
Cc. E. ay sand © om, C.& N. Ww. vy, Chicago, Ill 

















The correct writing-papers for 
society, foreign, and every-day 
correspondence, are 
BOSTON LINEN, 

BOSTON BOND, 
and BU NKER HILL. 
Superior in quality, reasonable in 
price. If your dealer does not keep 
them, send us your address, and 
we w vill Jorward you our complete 
samples free. 

SAMUEL WARD CO., 

49 & 61 Franklin Street, Boston, 


s° LUBURG’S FACTORIES 


for, Bab Corr es, Adjustable Chairs, In 
1s Holling haires mafety Bicycles, 
Onice Des y Rockers, 4c. Phils Free. 
5 North Eighth St., P Pa. 











32 1, 323, 6 





~ @HURCH FURNISHINGS. 


BAXTERC.S SWAN 


CHURCH, HALL «x> LODGE 
FURNITURE 


Poon ag si teaacar ea 
‘ews an 8, ita, 
Pulpit Chairs, Commu and Altar 
Tab 5. 8. Teachers’ 
Write Sour information 
244 & 246 & 
VHILAD 


CHURCH LAMPS AND CHANDELIERS, 
WITH OUR CELEBRATED BURNERS. 
Satisfaction guaranteed, or no sale. 
Estimate given of cost, and descriptive 
catalogue rales on application. 
.J. WEIDEN 
No. 96 South 24 Bt, Philadelphia, Pa. 



















SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNERS, $1.50 to $10. 
Silk or merino. Also 
iron banner stands, 75. 
Send for illustrated 
price-list. 
Cc. A. HART & ©CO., 
133 N. 3d St., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


ACS AND BANNERS 
we SUNDAY-SCHOOLS AND ALL OTHER USES. 
SISCO BEROS., Baltimore. Md, 
Send for r illustrated | catalogue. 








CINCINNATI "DELL FOUNDRY CO 
INCINNATI, O., sole makers of the ‘‘Blymyer” 

Charch, School and Fire A Bet 
Catalogue with ever SEE testimetials, 








In jwenting poate, or in achnng inguiry qiniiraing 
anything advertised in this paper, you will oblige the 












Corset Waist for themselves and growing children. Pews, 
CLEANFAST WOSIERY ERY CO's C SMALL 

Black Stockings Hew co. 
resale at927 Broadw ow Yor wks in M6 Fremont St., 26 Bromfeid 8t., 
2; 109 Btate Bt. Chilougo. Bend for priee List. Boston, Mass. 


publisher, as well as the advertiser, by stating that you 
saw the advertisement in The Sunday School Times. 
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52 Times a Year. Full of Pictures. 


Published | Every Wednesday : at ¢ 90 to | 100° | Bible House, New York City, at $1.50 a Year. Louis Klopsch, Publisher. 


WOULD NOT EXCHANGE IT FOR A NUGGET OF GOLD. = 


HEREVER THE CHRISTIAN HERALD 
—that Pearl of Religious Weeklies— 
edited by Dr. Talmage, is once introduced 
it speedily and permanently endears itself 
to the hearts of all who read it. There 
is something so fresh, so breezy, and so 
s. attractive about it that one cannot help 
i” loving it. Its multitude of beautiful pict- 7 
a oe mee ures, its charming music, its delightful : 
a = "P'' reading matter, all contribute to make it 
bb. Suuger@ “The brightest and the Best. You should 
invite it to call at your house. Will you? 
Whose sermons we publish EACH 
WEEK by special arrangement. 


For FIFTY--50--CENTS 7. $<. 4A Tatmmage 


you may enjoy it every week for three whole months, and with the first copy 


DR. TALMAGE WILL SEND YOU A SECTION OF OLIVE WOOD 


from the Mount of Olives, just outside the wall of Jerusalem, the City of the King. 
HAT can be more attractive to the 


























We prize it more than words can express. 
Mrs. H. C. Moore, W, Ferndale, Wash. 
-_ * # F 


A SERMON IN WOOD. 


MP NLY a beautiful block ef wood, 

( \ From the branch of an olive tree; 

\ Whose leaves kissed a spot where Jesus 
Se 


[stood 


In the garb of kumanity. 


I place it upon my open palm, 
And gaze on its radiant face: 


Till my heart o’erflows with joyous psalm, 


To the praise of redeeming grace. 


It ‘tells of the Mount most sacred made, 
By the pressure of holy knees, 

Bending in prayer in the silent shade, 
Of its friendly old olive trees. 


It tells me of yonder sunlit height, 
Last touched by the wounded feet 


Of Him who thence took homeward flight, 


To the City with golden street. 


But He is coming to stand some day, 
On Olivet’s sunny slope; 

And | for its dawning fervently pray, 
While watching and waiting in hope. 

Blessings upon the reverend hand, 
That brought it from over the sea; 


Souvenir dear of the Holy Land! 
Sweet sermon in wood to me! 


Brighton Heights, S. 1. | J: VAN TASSELL. 


Sunday School worker and scholar 
than a section of this beautiful Olive 
Wood, cut and polished in Jerusalem 
and shipped by way of Joppa and the Suez 
Canal to New York, each section entire- 
ly belted by its own fragrant bark? Mr. 
E. C. D. McMillan of Brooklyn, N. Y., on 
receiving a section writes: 

‘““] WOULD not exchange it for a nugget of gold, 
| knowing that it grew on that mountain, “where 
beyond any spot in Palestine God was manifest in the 
flesh, where the Great Intercessor was wont to pray, 
where Jesus wept over Bg peo ,—on whose slopes he 
blessed the Apostle band, and sent his message of mercy 
to mankind—the mount at whose base lay Bethany and 
Gethsemane—on whose gentle turf his feet last stood and 
where they will yet stand again !’” 
ADDRESS 


7. “it. ee a 


90 to 100 Bible House, New York d City 


The Sunday School Times intends to admit only adv a? pen ee that are trustwi orthy. Should, ho wever, ans 


publisher will refund to subscribers any money that 


Coming as it did from that holy hill makes 
it doubly dear. A M.Cox, Phillipsburg, Pa. 
* * # 
May you enjoy God’s greatest blessing for 
your souvenir, 8. N. Hill, Caringer, Tenn. 
* * # 


Mother said she would rather have it than 
fourteen dollars, it was a surprise. 

‘ Wm. Brown, Hastings St., Chicago, 111, 

* * # 

I feel gratified to you for giving me so 
much permanent pleasure. 

Sophia Middleton, Bowling Green, Ky. 
* * # 

I will take great pleasure in showing it to 
our Sunday Bible Class, of which I am a 
member. Osborne Reilly,New Albany, Ind. 

* *& # 

I felt that it was almost too sacred for one 
to gaze upon. I shall esteem ita sacred me- 
mento. Eliza Woodbury, Andover, N. H. 

* & # 

No amount of money could persuade me to 
part with that beautiful piece of Olive 
Wood. My husband is of the same opinion, 

Julia Williamson, South Chicago, 111. 
* * # 

Accept our thanks for the beautiful piece 
of Olive Wood. It is both unique and pre- 
cious, and second only to the Bible in our 
house. Mrs. A. R. Kinne, Johnstown, N. Y. 

’ 
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